Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· The President was asked many times at each of the many press conferences in the Middle East about the Lewinsky Impeachment.  At one point Sam Donaldson asked, in his shy way, why Mr. Clinton didn’t simply go ahead and admit he committed perjury. 

· “I just . . . couldn’t do that,” the President said, pausing at the dots.  In his mind – and I believe this to be true – in his mind admitting to perjury would be the lie. Odd, huh?

· At one point President Clinton was speaking to the Palestinian Assembly, standing at the lectern, wagging his finger at them, exhorting them to do something or another.  I couldn’t watch him without thinking the obvious:  “I did not have sexual relations with that man.  Yassir Arafat.”

· Who would have believed that the White House, having been ready to break out the Cigars and Bongos for months, would find itself in this position?  The Judiciary Committee passed the Impeachment Resolution, the House will take it up later this week.  It will may well pass.  Remember when I said it all began to change when Newt took himself out of the equation?  I think that is proving to be true.

· Article I, Section 1 of the White House Book ‘o Spin clearly articulates the necessity for launching the most vicious personal attack possible on any accuser as quickly as possible.  This gets the accuser off balance – if only because of the brutality of the assault – and often changes the debate from the original attack on the President to the probity of the accuser. Without Newt the White House is enemy-less and, therefore, powerless.

· They went after Henry Hyde with a 30-year old story.  Ken Starr showed, in his twelve hours of testimony, he was not the judicial equivalent of Pee Wee Herman.  Tom DeLay is not known by enough Americans to have the standing to change the debate.  And, Bob Livingston did not rise to the bait of not providing leadership as that word was being defined by the White House.

· It gets worse for the President.  If the House passes at least one article of impeachment and sends it on to the Senate,  a Washington Post-ABC News poll shows 58 percent of Americans think the President should resign.  There’s a depth of support for you.

· It doesn’t even matter whether the impeachment resolution passes.  Even if it fails, Bill Clinton will forever be the President who barely escaped a Senate impeachment trial because he lied about a sexual relationship with a 21-year-old White House intern.  Put away the chisel.  It’s already in stone.

· I’m told Washington is abuzz with the obvious chill between Bill and Hillary in Israel and Palestine, although the international television programs I am watching in Jakarta don’t show it.  I wonder if she caught him.  Again.

· I got an e-mail from a friend asking whether it was safe here in Indonesia.  I wrote back: “A demonstration which doesn't get in the way of Westerners' dinner plans doesn't really count.”

-- END --
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