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· Am I the only one who thinks this is funny?  The front page picture in this morning’s NY Times has the first four witnesses for Bill Clinton’s defense standing at the witness table in the Judiciary Committee hearing room with their right hands raised swearing, one assumes, to tell the truth. 

· The tone of the White House lawyer, Greg Craig was certainly different than the tone we have heard from the White House lawyers for the past 11 months especially that David “Howdy-Doody-on-Bad- Steroid-Therapy” Kendall who was nowhere to be seen yesterday.  One television reporter said it was because he irritated the Republicans. 

· After all those months of the “nanny-nanny-boo-boo” defense, the White House is now targeting Moderate Republicans in what has become – amazingly – a last-ditch effort to avoid an impeachment resolution in the House.  The White House probably employed jury consultants who found Kendall irritates Moderate Republicans most of all.

· Craig started the proceedings by telling everyone there would be two days of factual rebuttals – point-by-point.  That was at ten yesterday morning.  At 7:30 last night Rep. Bob Inglis noted the committee was hearing from its third panel in nine hours and had not yet heard the first rebuttal of the first fact.  

· Indeed, Richard Ben-Vineste – described by the NY Times as a “prominent Democratic lawyer and former Watergate prosecutor” – when he was asked about whether the President had committed perjury in his Grand Jury testimony admitted he was having trouble with that.

· The President’s last line of defense is:  He ain’t as bad as those other guys.  He’s not as bad as Richard Nixon, who used government agents and agencies to stonewall the Watergate break-in.  That, as opposed to Clinton’s use of the Department of Treasury, The Department of Justice, the Secret Service, lawyers on the public payroll, aides on the public payroll, and his wife to stonewall his perjury.

· The President is also not as bad as Joseph Stalin, Adolph Hitler, or any of the Khans – Ghengis, Aga, or my late uncle Harry.

· The White House released a 184 page defense of the President – to CNN.  It apparently got to the Committee sometime after Greta Van Susteren had a chance to gush over its great merits on the air.

· I am still committed to the notion that the impeachment resolution will and should be the appropriate punishment for this President.  If the House votes “Yes” on impeachment and doesn’t send it to the Senate then, I believe, the resolution dies at noon on January 3rd.  That’s enough. Clinton will still be only the second President to have been impeached.  None, as of now, has ever been convicted.

· Who would have believed, a scant six weeks ago, that the Senate would be seriously looking at its rules to see how to handle a Presidential Impeachment Trial at the end of the 20th Century?  How this case does ebb and flow.
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