Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· The tide has turned from censure to impeachment because Newt Gingrich isn’t Speaker any more.

· Following the November 3rd elections the White House staff was breaking out the Cigars and Bongos in celebration.  There was no way, having heard the Voice of the People, that an impeachment resolution would pass on the floor of the House.  

· Now the White House feels like it is standing on the beach with the tide running out; the sand beneath its feet is washing away and it is increasingly difficult to maintain its standing.

· Most of the chattering class believes the shift in momentum came with the non-responses to the 81 questions posed by Chairman Henry Hyde.  The President’s lawyers responded with language which was insulting, arrogant, and rude.  That belief, like most conventional wisdom, is wrong.

· The change occurred at about 5:00 PM on Friday, November 6th when Newt Gingrich announced he would not run for Speaker and would resign from the House.

· For the past four years every major event – nationalization of health care; welfare reform; balanced budgets; government shut downs – has been portrayed as a battle between Bill Clinton and Newt Gingrich.  The Clinton/Lewinsky scandal – witness the claims of James Carville – had likewise been redrawn as a battle between Bill Clinton and Newt Gingrich.

· There have been Democrats in the House who, despite the mountain of evidence, would never have voted to impeach Bill Clinton simply because they would not have wanted to hand Newt Gingrich a victory.  There may have been some Republicans who felt the same way.

· This is no longer Bill v. Newt.  This is Bill v. Bill and Bill does very poorly when he doesn’t have a foil for his Spinsters to play off.   Neither Henry Hyde nor Tom DeLay will suffice for this purpose.

· Without Newt in the picture Mr. Clinton’s perjury is much more vivid, much more clearly defined.  There are now a growing number of Democrats who are considering the perjury charge on its own merits – not as a battle for the soul of the body politic between Bill and Newt.  So many, in fact, there is a real possibility at least one count of impeachment will pass the House and be sent to the Senate.

· The White House can count.  Tom DeLay can count.  This is suddenly going the wrong way.  Put away the Cigars and Bongos.

· Here’s another reason why censure is a bad idea.  It would allow future Congresses to begin impeachment proceedings knowing they had their downside risk covered with a censure.  It makes impeachment too easy.  This is only the third time in our history the process has gone this far.  It is a painful process because it should be a painful process.  Censure makes it too easy. 
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