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· One does not have to reach back very far in history to remember the hue and cry of the Democratic Party:  COUNT ALL THE VOTES!
· Notwithstanding the fact that when just about every news organization on the planet actually counted the ballots, George W. Bush STILL won Florida, the Dems – to this very day – pretend they were cheated out of the Presidency because they weren’t permitted to COUNT ALL THE VOTES!

· Now, we come to Maine.  Quiet, back-woodsy, yup-and-nope terse down-East Yankee Maine.  Where lobsters were invented.  Where there are two seasons:  Fourth of July and Winter.

· Maine, where -- (Oh, Rich?  We get it.  Uncle Bill is already in his cups and the turkey is done. We have GOT to get to the point, here.)

· Right.  The Maine State Senate is comprised of 35 members.  Following all the counting there was one seat still in play:  Democrat Chris Hall v. Republican Leslie Fossel.

· The Maine Senate is split 17-17.  This one seat will decide control.

· The two candidates are nine votes apart: 8,893 for the Democrat;  8,884 for the Republican.

· According to the Portland Press-Herald there are still 44 ballots to be counted. 

· The Democrats have refused to count any more votes and the state Supreme Court has ruled that, under state law, each legislative body has the responsibility to decide election disputes.

· Imagine, in 2002, a state Supreme Court adhering to established law?  Haven’t these people ever heard of New Jersey?

· According to retiring Senate Republican Leader, Mary Small, the ballots have been examined, but NOT COUNTED. If they were to COUNT ALL THE VOTES, Fossel would win.

· Some examples of the disputes:  
· There are 11 ballots which were marked in blue or black pen, rather than in the required pencil.  There is no other dispute over these ballots.  They break for the Republican 8-3.  Ballots which were marked with RED pen – but which broke evenly – were allowed.  Fossel down 4.
· There are seven other ballots on which the voters circled or underlined their choices.  The all-important intent of the voter is not in dispute.  These break for the Republican 6-1. Fossel up 1.
· Two more ballots have stray (but not identifying) marks.  2-zip for the GOP.  Fossel up 3.
· Assorted other dribs and drabs, according to Senator Small, would boost that total to five.

· But they will not be counted.  THEY WILL NOT BE COUNTED!

· Where is the outrage?  Where are the cheering, jeering crowds led by Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton? Where is Terry McAuliffe?
· Say, where IS Terry McAuliffe? 

· The Democrat will be sworn in on December 4, and the Democrats will have an 18-17 majority.

· The Republicans will offer a resolution disputing the seating of the Democrat, which will lose 18-17 with the disputed Senator voting for himself.

· The President of the Senate will appoint a task force to look into the election.  It will have one more Democrat than Republican.  It will decide the election is fair and final.  But it will not COUNT ALL THE VOTES.

· In 1984 there was an infamous case of a contested Congressional election in Indiana’s Eighth District.  The Republican won on election day by 34 votes.  The Democrats, who already had a 71-seat majority,  refused to seat the Republican, appointed a task force (2-1 Democratic), and conducted a recount which lasted until the Democrat got ahead. The Democrats then stopped counting and declared the election over.

· It was that act which legitimized the claim of a young, firebrand, back-bencher from Georgia, Newt Gingrich that the Democrats – who had controlled the U.S. House for three decades – were nothing short of a band of thugs.

· That power play by the Democrats was the shot heard ‘round the Capitol.  Four years later Gingrich was elected Republican Whip five years after that he was Speaker.

· Senator Small said what the Democrats were doing was “unethical and immoral, but probably not illegal.”

· So, if you ever think the GOP is being unfair to the Democrats in Congress:  Remember the Maine.
· On the Secret Decoder Ring today:   Links to the Portland newspaper account and the Associated press story from yesterday afternoon; some pretty good tidbits on the Spanish-American war, an amusing Mullfoto, and the usual things :  http://www.mullings.com/dr_11-27-02.htm
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