Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Americans should be thankful for democracy.  They say they want divided government and it is now as evenly divided as it can get.  In fact, it might be our form of democracy – an evenly balanced two-party system which further benefits from a First Amendment-protected press – and not our military power which acts as the light house for a confused and frightened world.

· Al Gore should be thankful he has Janet Reno to keep him out of trouble or, at least, to SAY he’s not in trouble.  That doesn’t mean that A-G Reno might not be in trouble herself, but Al should be out looking for a verrrry nice Christmas gift on the busiest shopping day of the year.

· Bill Clinton should be very thankful he has Hillary to help get him out of trouble once he’s in it.  Look at how Hillary has re-invented herself since she realized that being First Lady was a much more powerful position than being co-President.  You don’t have to like her politics, but you have to admire her passion for her beliefs.  She wouldn’t have consented to a Vogue cover six years ago, even if it had been offered which it would not have been.

· The GOP should be thankful it has George W. Bush on its near horizon who may or may not be our next Presidential nominee, but for now he’s someone we can point to as the template for we are expect as our party’s leader moving into the 21st Century. 

· The Congressional Democrats should be thankful they had Newt Gingrich in 1998 to hide the fact they have stood for exactly nothing for the past four years but being the anti-Newt, defend-Bill party.  Once the dust settles in the leadership battles on the Republican side, the yawning idea gap in the Democratic party will become more obvious and Dick Gephardt will be exposed for what he is – or is not.

· House Republicans should be thankful they had Newt Gingrich for the past 22 years to get them to the majority – which was a place they didn’t even know they wanted to go.  Newt will now go off and make lots of money, stay in the public eye with speeches, help smart corporations become even smarter, and help Republican candidates raise enough money to get their messages heard.  

· Newt has more to be thankful for than it might, at first glance, have appeared.

· I have more to be thankful for than a 600 word Mullings can fit.  Not the least of whom are my wife, my son and the rest of my family who got me through a difficult year on a number of levels; a group of frighteningly talented doctors and nurses; the extraordinary GOPAC staff and Shelly Kamins our chairman who put up with me beyond any previously measured human capacity; the very smart Washington-based media corps who allow me my fair share of spin and enjoy the game as much as I do; and all of you who read, respond to, complain about, forward to friends (or enemies), correct, or just put up with this three times-per week waste of bandwidth and misuse of technology.

· As an example:  The Wall Street Journal’s David Rogers, WP’s Juliet Eilperin, and the RNC’s Robert George all pointed out that Democrat Bill Gray was Democratic (at the time Majority) Whip before leaving the Congress, leaving J.C. Watts – for now – in second place.
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