Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Seventy years ago today, Walt Disney's first talking cartoon, “Steamboat Willie,” starring Mickey Mouse, premiered in New York.  Yesterday’s playing of long, long segments of the Tripp/Lewinsky tapes on several cable TV channels shows how far we have progressed in what we consider the entertainment value of bad audio combined with elementary video.

· I don’t have a high opinion of anyone connected with this story, but it appears that “The Big Creep”  knew his was sexual involvement with a kid in his office amounted to using her badly and was wrong, it also appears that one of the people on the Tripp/Lewinsky calls knew they were being taped.

· Listening to brief segments, I concluded one thing:  Linda Tripp is not just like me.  Nor is Monica: “So, its like, whatever,” is not a phrase which comes out of my mouth, like, um, actually, eight or ten times a day, or whatever.  Dr. Lewinsky ought to demand his money back from Lewis and Clark College.

· A lot going on in the Grand Old Party today.  For starters, Bob Livingston will be nominated to be the next Speaker of the House.  The question has been asked whether Mr. Livingston will be the “spokesman for the Republican Party.”  The answer is, he doesn’t have to be.  

· Tip O’Neill was a pretty powerful Speaker of the House.  I can’t remember a single instance where Tip was burdened with being the spokesman for the National Democratic party.  He was, however, burdened with managing a Democratic House Caucus which was pretty severely split between its Southern conservatives and its Northern Liberals.  A divided majority in the U.S. House is not new news.

· The GOP Governors are meeting in New Orleans (from whence this is being written).  This is their regular, annual meeting but it has taken on much wider and deeper meaning.  Over 100 national reporters are due in the Big Easy for the three days.  One of them asked me why I was here, rather than in Washington watching the leadership elections.  

· The Governors represent the operational, intellectual, and probably ideological center of the Republican party.  This, by the way, is one of the central tenets of Republican philosophy and should be embraced, not despaired.

· Meanwhile, back in Our Nation’s Capital, the legal problems for Our National Big Creep are inching forward.  Kenneth Starr is scheduled to testify before the Hyde committee tomorrow.  Notice how little we care whether the White House can cross examine him for 30 minutes (as Mr. Hyde is permitting) or 90 minutes (as the B.C.’s lawyers want) now that the next election is over 710 days away.

· However, Attorney General Janet Reno now has less than 20 days to decide whether or not to appoint ANOTHER special prosecutor to look into the Clinton/Gore fundraising scandals.  

· The Big Creep is aboard “Get Me Outta Here” One on his way to Southeast Asia where he can show the same resolve and long-term thinking he showed Saddam Hussein over the weekend.  He can shake his finger under the nose of the Japanese financial people and say, “Now, listen to me. . .”
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