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· Ok.  It was a bad night.  It wasn’t the blow-out the Democrats were hoping for, but it was plenty bad enough.
· I wrote that at about Nine O’clock.  By 10:30 Ohio and Pennsylvania had gone for Barack Obama.  By Eleven Florida, Virginia and California had gone into the Obama column and the race was officially over.  Senator Barack Obama became President-elect Barack Obama.
· A reporter asked me whether any Republican could have been elected this year.  I said I thought any number of them – Mitt Romney, Fred Thompson, Rudy Giuliani to name three – could have been elected in addition to McCain were it not for the total collapse of the world’s financial system just weeks out from the election. 

· The economy presented not just a headwind for the GOP, but a Category Five Hurricane.
· The Democrat-controlled Congress went home at the beginning of October and no senior Democratic Member of the House or Senate has poked his or her head up above their bunker since.

· Every day the President, the Treasury Secretary, and/or the Fed Chairman has been on television explaining why we have to hand out another couple of hundreds of billions of our money to people most of us don’t know, like, or trust.

· The economy became, not just the lead issue, but the ONLY issue and the fact that neither McCain nor Obama (nor anyone else) has the slightest idea what to do with it was of no moment.  Obama presented himself as someone who might have the wherewithal to be able to find a solution.  The Republican Administration clearly had none.
· There was a reason that the Obama campaign constantly ran the commercial in which John McCain said “I voted with George Bush 90 percent of the time.”   The country is worried about its economic future and Americans understand that President Bush was at the helm when the economy turned turtle.
· It is a good thing that this election was not a nail-biter.  There may be some House or Senate races which go to recounts (as I write this, in the Minnesota Senate race Norm Colman and Al Franken are separated by 5,500 votes) but it was important that there was a clear winner last night.
· Even if North Carolina or Indiana are too close to call until next January, they will have no impact on the outcome.

· Democrats do not look like they have the votes to have a 60-vote majority in the Senate.   The House results will take a little longer to compile, so we’ll have to wait to see if the Democrats got the 30-seat change they were looking for.
· So, now what?
· The parlor game in Washington will immediately shift to who will get which senior Administration position.  There are a lot of talented people on both sides of the aisle and President-elect Obama will need the best of him in these troubled times.

· The other major question to be answered over the next few weeks and months will be “Wither the GOP?”
· The post-election data will have to be studied to see if the expected number of Republicans voted, but were overwhelmed by the astonishing Obama turnout operation (which was basically the Bush Playbook with an additional $300 million available to execute against it).

· Or, the Party will have to see if Republican voters either stayed home or voted for Obama in any significant numbers.

· If it is the former, then the GOP may have reached the outside edges of Republican Party membership and its new leaders will have to figure out ways to expand it.  There just weren’t enough Republicans available to win.

· If it is the latter, then the GOP will have to examine its principles and precepts to see if they can be made to better fit the needs of a 21st century electorate.
· The never-ending election of 2008 is over.   November 2, 2010 is looming on the horizon.
· On the <a href = "http://www.mullings.com/dr_11-05-08.htm"><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:   A link to the show "Sunday in the Park with George," a link to a spreadsheet showing House and Senate majorities since 1971, a Mullphoto of my new bumper sticker, and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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