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· Top of Form

· Bottom of Form

· One of the very few things about being me is that I get calls from pretty smart reporters asking me what I think about this or that.

· Sitting at the Atlanta airport yesterday afternoon, I got such a call from a reporter for the Daily Beast asking me to compare Sarah Palin’s appearances in the run-up to Tuesday’s elections with those of Mitt Romney.

· I said that was the wrong question.  The correct question, I said, was to compare Sarah Palin’s appearances with those of Barack Obama.
<p><i>MY DEAR Mr. Mullings:

How DARE you mention Sarah Palin and Barack Obama in the same sentence, much less as equals.

Signed,

The National Association to Protect the Obama Myth  (NAPOM)
· Yeah.  Well …

· Obama is bringing out huge crowds in places where people aren’t going to vote.  Notably college campuses.  Makes for great TV, but crappy politics as we pointed out the other day.
· The White House press shop breathlessly reports to an adoring press corps the size of the crowd by counting every person in the hall, every person registered to vote as a Democrat in the county, and maybe every person in the ZIP code.

· The press corps, in turn, suspends disbelief and reports the number that the White House press shop gave them so that the American public can marvel about just how popular President Obama continues to be.
· This is called:  Intellectual Garbage Recycling.

· It is no secret that Sarah Palin is a personality with enormous public appeal.  Forget about the stories that show she is hard to work with because she doesn’t have a huge staff helping to figure out her scheduling logistics three months in advance.
· If she <i>did</i> have an large staff, there would be story after story about how she has surrounded herself with a posse of disciples, able and willing to react to her every whim and desire.
· Sort of like the President’s staff.
· Because there is no Secret Service and no taxpayer-funded political advance men and women running around with ear-pieces and radios at a Palin event, it is far more difficult to judge how many people are packed into a high-school gym, or a community auditorium.
· One of the reasons the Palin coverage has been reduced is because it became obvious that she was not living up to her reputation (nor expectations) of being a scatterbrained embarrassment to the Republican Party.  It became much more useful for the press corps to press its case against the Tea Party movement by switching its focus from Palin to Christine O’Donnell.

· You don’t think there’s an agenda?  Let’s pretend O’Donnell doesn’t have a very good chance of winning the race for U.S. Senator in Delaware next Tuesday; just for the sake of my making this point.

· The Republicans running in New York for U.S. Senate don’t have much of a chance either,  but tell me – without looking it up – who the Republican candidates are for either U.S. Senate race in New York – the regular election in which Chuck Schumer is running for re-election; or the special to fill the rest of Hillary Clinton’s term in the seat currently held by Kirsten Gillibrand.
· The answers are Jay Townsend (Schumer) and Joe DioGuardi (Gillibrand).
· Why don’t you hear about them?  Because neither represents what the popular press considers to be a poster child for the Tea Party movement as they do Sarah Palin and Christine O’Donnell.

· It’s Palin v Obama in the final week.  My money’s on Sarah.
New Topic:

· In the never ending series of polls being published one caught my eye.  The Newsweek poll had Obama’s approval rating at 54-40 - +14.  This is so far afield from every other poll from any other publication, I looked at the data.

· This is the title of the poll (and I am not making this up):

<center><b>Newsweek Poll

<br>Congressional Elections/Marijuana

<br>Princeton Survey Research Associates International</center></b>
· Hey, man, what’d you ask me?  Obama?  Yeah, I think the dude’s doin’, like, fine.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-25-10.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  Links to the web pages of the candidates for Senate from New York, that Newsweek poll, a very sweet Mullfoto and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
· Please remember to Subscribe.
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