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<p>The only event longer than the MULLINGS <b>Subscription Drive</b> is the NBA playoffs.  I understand that.  
<p>If I were independently wealthy I would do this for free.  I’m not, so I can’t.  You have to help.
<p>A $30 subscription is all it takes.  Please take a moment and do it now.

<p>Click on this link if you want to go directly to the “<a href = “https://secure.donationreport.com/donate.html?key=FF83HRX1BBQL”><b>MULLINGS Subscription page</b></a>.   
<P><P><LI>Or, if PayPal works better for you, click here:<center>
<br><form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="7VEBMS6NFTL7Q">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_subscribe_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!"></center>
<p>If you need more information then click <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/09-30-12.htm”><b>HERE</b></a> to get the whole story.

<p>If that PayPal link doesn’t work (and it doesn’t with some email clients) please just go to the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com”><b>MULLINGS</b></a> website.  That link will.

<p>Thank you,

<br>Rich

<p><center>------</center>

· Tonight’s debate will center on foreign policy.
· The problem with foreign policy is that as President you just need so many of them.

· It’s a big world.  There are 193 members of the United Nations and 192 of them are not named The United States of America.
· Every one of those countries has problems.  Some are problems with too many people earning too little money, like Haiti.  Some are problems with too much money that they use to buy off their non-working population, like Saudi Arabia.
· Some are problems with too few natural resources, like Japan.  Some have become too dependent on their natural resources, like South Africa.  Some have on-going problems with their neighbors, like Israel.  

· Some don’t have any neighbors and are too isolated, like Tristan da Cunha in the South Atlantic Ocean that is 1,750 mi from South Africa and 2,090 mi from South America.  As there are only 270 people living there, they’re lucky if they can find a date ON one of the islands, much less someone 2,000 miles away.

· There are countries that are having problems internally – Syria comes to mind; and countries that are threatening everyone around them – Iran fits the bill.

· There are countries that don’t have enough currency like Greece and Spain; and countries who have so much money they’re buying up everyone else – China.

· There are countries that have to import manufacturing workers like Germany; and countries that have no manufacturing and so export drugs, like Afghanistan.
· Every one of these countries has some combination of head of government, head of state, a council of ministers and at least the appearance of a national legislature. Even Tristan da Cunha which, as a protectorate of Great Britain, has an Island Council consisting of 11 members or about 4% of the population.  
· If the U.S. had the same ratio of national legislators-to-population the House would consist of about 12.5 million Members.

· Where was I?  Oh.  Yes.

· And not one of those Presidents, Prime Ministers, Kings, Queens, Emperors, Emirs, Sultans, Supreme Leaders (limited to North Korea) Chancellors, Dictators or Tsars wants to be told by either Barack Obama or Mitt Romney what to do, or how to do it.

· No matter how much money and goods we give them, no matter how many wars we have fought on their behalf,  no matter how many of their young people want to come here to study; nor how many of their elders want to come here for medical treatment.
· No President can control the world.  Woodrow Wilson could direct assets to help win the Great War against the Germans but couldn’t get a League of Nations through the Senate.  Franklin Roosevelt could control both the European and Pacific wars but left behind the Soviet Union and a half-century of nuclear tension.
· No one else has even come close.

· The two candidates have been studying hard for tonight’s debate.  Moderator Bob Schieffer is not likely to quiz them on the names of heads of state, but he may well try to get them to discuss that very issue:  
With the rise of the EU, the re-emergence of Russia, the enormous financial power of China, and the inter-dependency of just about every country on the planet; what are you planning to do to try and get them, if not to play nicely with one another, to at least stop threatening each other with every arrow in their national quivers including money, natural resources, and weapons
· I’d be interested in hearing the answer to that question.

· Please <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/09-30-12.htm”> <b>Subscribe</b></a> today.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-22-12.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today: Links to articles about Tristan da Cunha and Bob Schieffer.  Also a really nice Mullfoto of the Mullings Director of Standards & Practices’ Fall flowers.
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