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The <b>2016 Mullings Dubscription Drive<b> is in its third week.  Since 1998 you and I have shared good times, bad times, tough times, and glorious times.  Over those 18 years we have had a deal:  I tell you honestly what I think, and you can honestly respond whether you agree with me or disagree..
Mullings goes out to about 20,000 readers twice a week.  Sometimes that number is a little higher, sometimes a little lower, but 20 K is a safe bet.  Not only do you get Mullings about twice a week (sometimes more), but you also have access to “The Lad,” Reed Galen’s very popular “Singularity” column that is drawing more and more attention.
<b>Here’s the Pitch</b>:  You know you can read Mullings for free, but if you can participate with $30, I would very much appreciate it.  If you’ve already joined up, thank you.  If you’re a regular and just haven’t gotten to it yet, please do it today.  If you’ve been a regular reader but have never paid, please try it for just this year.
If you can’t for whatever reason, please keep reading anyway. 
<blockquote>If you can, please do one of the following:  Go to 

<a href = "https://secure.campaignsolutions.com/Mullings/donation1/?initiativekey=T30S2ND8GQKC"><b>HERE</b></a> and subscribe using a credit card.

<P>Or, to subscribe using PayPal click here:

<br><form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="7VEBMS6NFTL7Q">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_subscribe_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!">

</blockquote><p><LI>If those choices make you nervous, you can send a check to:

<blockquote>Mullings

<br>PO Box 320123

<br>Alexandria, VA 22320</blockquote>
<p>Thank you, 

<br>Rich
<P><center>-----</center>

· The best thing about last night’s debate being THE THIRD AND FINAL DEBATE is that it means this interminable campaign cycle is finally drawing to a close.    
· You’ve seen the same polling that I have:  Since Donald Trump spent nearly a full week pounding his position that a Miss Universe contestant had gained a lot of weight, his numbers have been tanking.  The Access Hollywood tape and his denial of any wrongdoing during the second debate certainly hurt, as well.
· Has the press piled on Trump?  Absolutely.  It is a lot easier to write about sex than about what Hillary Clinton did or didn’t say during which FBI interview.   
· First of all, it is easier to write a blub about Trump wandering into the changing room at a pageant than to plow through hundreds and hundreds of pages of FBI notes.

· Were it not for the salacious nature of the on-going Trump story, it would be Clinton and her surrogates being forced to defend her lapses in judgement and/or memory when it came to handling classified information.

· But, the Trump story <i>is</i> salacious and his increasingly clumsy attempts to change the coverage (the election is rigged, Clinton should be required to take a drug test, etc.) have not caused the press corps to change its coverage.

· Remember, during the primary campaign, Trump was the darling of the press corps.  He constantly called into Sunday shows and cable chat shows.  Print reporters would have stood in line, in the snows of New Hampshire to get just a quote from Donald Trump.

· So, he who lives by the Main Stream Press &#133;
· That was the backdrop to the debate last night.  Trump may not have needed a knock-out punch, but he needed to send Clinton to the canvas enough times to win a unanimous decision.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-20-16.htm”> <b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> Page today:  
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