Mullings
An American Cyber-Column
I Voted
Rich Galen
Monday, October 17, 2016

The 2016 is entering its third week.  Since 1998 you and I have shared good times, bad times, tough times, and glorious times.  Over those 18 years we have had a deal:  I tell you honestly what I think, and you can honestly respond whether you agree with me or disagree..
Mullings goes out to about 20,000 readers twice a week.  Sometimes that number is a little higher, sometimes a little lower, but 20 K is a safe bet.  Not only do you get Mullings about twice a week (sometimes more), but you also have access to “The Lad,” Reed Galen’s very popular “Singularity” column that is drawing more and more attention.
<b>Here’s the Pitch</b>:  You know you can read Mullings for free, but if you can participate with $30, I would very much appreciate it.  If you’ve already joined up, thank you.  If you’re a regular and just haven’t gotten to it yet, please do it today.  If you’ve been a regular reader but have never paid, please try it for just this year.
If you can’t for whatever reason, please keep reading anyway. 
<blockquote>If you can, please do one of the following:  Go to 

<a href = "https://secure.campaignsolutions.com/Mullings/donation1/?initiativekey=T30S2ND8GQKC"><b>HERE</b></a> and subscribe using a credit card.

<P>Or, to subscribe using PayPal click here:

<br><form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="7VEBMS6NFTL7Q">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_subscribe_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!">

</blockquote><p><LI>If those choices make you nervous, you can send a check to:

<blockquote>Mullings

<br>PO Box 320123

<br>Alexandria, VA 22320</blockquote>
<p>Thank you, 

<br>Rich
<P><center>-----</center>

· Tom Ridge, former Governor of Pennsylvania and the first Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security and I are writing a book.  The book is, essentially, How Did We Get Here, Where Are We Going, and How Do We Get There.
· Catchy title, I think you’ll agree.  

· Put aside the fact that <i>saying</I> you’re going to write a book and actually cranking it out are two very different things. The point of todays Mullings is:  

<p><center>I Voted</center>

· I won’t bury the lede any further.  I wrote in John Kasich for President.

· In our book there is this:

Life does not often give us a clear choice: Good versus Evil.  Far more often the choice is a blurred line between really bad and totally unacceptable.  

As someone once said: “If life were easy, anyone could do it.”

· That “someone” was me, and I think I first said it when I was diagnosed with heart disease at age 39.
· I have been writing for months that if the race for President in Virginia was a foregone conclusion, I wouldn’t vote.  Many of you pushed back, writing it was my duty to vote for President.

· Virginia is not in doubt.  A new poll over the weekend has Hillary Clinton beating Donald Trump by 15 percentage points, 44-29.  Even if you think (as I do) that can’t possibly be correct, it <i>is</i> true that the Trump campaign has pulled is few remaining staffers out of Virginia and sent them to North Carolina.
· Leaving out this latest poll, the average of the other three on the RealClearPolitics.com page still has Clinton with a 6.7 percentage point lead.   That’s a high hill for Trump to climb with just three weeks to go.

· I wrote in John Kasich because I voted for him in the Primary (where he was actually on the ballot.)   I have no illusions of Governor Kasich winning any of Virginia’s 13 Electoral Votes (actually, it’s winner-take-all as it is in 48 states and DC), but neither will Gary Johnson nor, for that matter, Donald Trump.

· I wish Kasich had been the GOP nominee.  I believe the polling numbers nationally and in the battleground states would be reversed.  But, I also wish the Washington Nationals could win a post-season series and, as neither of those is going to happen, it is best to move along.
· We’re not going to argue whether Trump’s relationship with women is as bad as Bill Clinton’s.  Nor will we argue (at least not today) whether John Podesta’s emails are evidence that Hillary Clinton should be under indictment rather than preparing for inauguration.
· American primary voters have decided on who should be the nominees of the two major parties and that’s what we have.

· As someone recently said, “Far more often the choice is a blurred line between really bad and totally unacceptable.”
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-17-16.htm”> <b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> Page today:  Links to the latest Virginia poll, to the Politico.com summary of email disclosures, and to the RealClearPolitics polling average page.
The Mullfoto is of the little sticker I earned by voting today.
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