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· Republican leader John Boehner (R-Oh) and his Republican House colleagues released their “Pledge to America” yesterday.

· As you might have guessed, Congressional Democrats and their allies in the Popular Press came out swinging:
Too broad.  Not enough specifics.  No promise to cut out earmarks.   Nothing new.  Blah, blah … blah.

· Here’s what I said (I have edited this slightly to make me sound smarter than I actually was, but this is the thrust) to one of my favorite sparring partners, pollster Cornell Belcher, on CNN last night.

Cornell, in your next poll ask this question: Thinking about the Republican’s “Pledge to America” are you in favor of cutting the deficit, refusing to raise taxes, reducing entitlements, and bringing a sense of fairness back to the Congress?  Or, are you in favor of the status quo?

· Erick Erickson, of Redstate.com, said that the “Pledge to America” was far longer than the 1994 “Contract with America;”  longer, even, than the U.S. Constitution, and independents weren’t going to read a document that long.

· I said independents don’t have to read it; they just need to know that it is there.
· Bill Greener, who has been a friend, ally, and teacher for way too many decades to recount, taught me about political debate.  

· “If you can keep the debate at the values level,” he taught me, “your opponent can’t get into the game.”

· A value might be something like “We need to provide every American child the best education in the world.”

· What’s your opponent going to say, “No, we shouldn’t?”

· It’s when you have to describe <i>how</i> to achieve that value that the fight starts.  The deeper you go into the details of the value – the actual policies – the more fuel you provide to the debate.
· The “Pledge to America” is largely written at the values level.  The best Democrats can do is to complain that this is the “same old Republican rhetoric of smaller government, lower taxes, and freezing the hiring of non-security Federal employees” that they’ve heard before.
· Yeah, well, sounds pretty good to me.

· The media, in its zeal to help put up barriers against the continually rising anti-Democrat tide among American voters, spent the day yesterday trying to use tricks they learned in Journalism 113 in college to trap Republicans into sounding uninformed, unconcerned about the poor and unemployed, or ideologues interested only in pandering to the Tea Party.
· As far as I have seen, no one fell into their traps, and so the tide is still running strongly toward Republicans.
· In fact, a new poll released by the Pew organization shows that among likely voters the GOP has a seven percentage point lead: 50-43.

· BUT … among the highly coveted <i>independents</i> who are most likely to vote on November 2
“49 percent said they will support a GOP candidate, compared with 36 percent who are likely to vote Democratic.”

· For those, like me, who are arithmetically challenged, that is a 17 point advantage to Republicans among independents.

· Politco.com’s Jeanne Cummings, who is as good a political analyst as there is among the DC press corps, led her story about the poll this way:

“In an ominous sign for President Barack Obama and congressional Democrats, independent voters now favor Republicans by nearly the same margins that they went for Obama in 2008 and for his party in the 2006 midterms.” 

· In spite of the Popular Press looking for any scrap of data that will support their fondest hopes that this will all turn out to be a bad dream and on November 3 the sun will rise over a Capital City still firmly in control of the Democrats, the evidence just keeps getting more and more difficult to ignore. 

· If this poll had shown some slippage in support for the GOP in the mid-term elections, it would have led every newscast and been front page headlines across this great land of ours.
· Republican House leader John Boehner (R-Oh) has come up with a good, solid document.

· Any Republican running for Congress should challenge his or her opponent to run one joint ad for the rest of the campaign:  The Republican saying I’m for the “Agenda for America,” the Democrat saying “I’m for the status quo.”

· See you on November 2.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_09-24-10.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  Links to the “Agenda for America” page, the Washington Post’s reaction to it, the Politico.com piece on the Pew poll and a link to the Pew webpage about the poll.
Also a Mullfoto which helped me understand I wasn’t at death’s door in Park City, Utah yesterday and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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