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· Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump participated in what might be called a split squad debate – they were on NBC sequentially to talk about military, defense, and veterans affairs.

· You either watched it or, if not, you can read the transcript.  The format was Matt Lauer – that noted expert in military and foreign affairs – asking questions interspersed with questions from actual veterans in the audience.  Each candidate had a half hour. 
SIDEBAR

It surprised me that NBC didn’t use a correspondent with expertise in defense and foreign policy rather than their <i>Today Show</i> host.  I know the <i>Today Show</i> is part of the News Division, not the Entertainment Division, but still.

The good news is Lester Holt will be the moderator of the first debate.

END SIDEBAR 

· The vets’ questions were tougher.
· One of the secrets to prepping a candidate for a debate is for that candidate to have been peppered with the tough questions and tougher follow-ups from staff and subject matter experts until they can answer those tough questions without losing their temper. 

· This is not as easy to do as it is to type.

· Hillary Clinton went first and perhaps gave us a preview of how she will act during the head-to-head debate on September 26.
· It appeared to me, halfway through the Clinton part that she was prepared for the tough questions and was ready to demonstrate a level of detail that her campaign thinks Donald Trump can’t match without showing signs of irritation.

· I am writing this in real time and, so far, she appears to have succeeded.

· Matt Lauer demonstrated zero capacity to cut off Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump when their answers were longer than he (and the NBC producers) wanted them to be.

· Trump went second.
· He, too, went with this strengths:  His answers were not precise but his ability to spin a story were, again, astonishingly good.

· Unlike Clinton who used the questions to demonstrate her breadth and depth of knowledge, Trump used the questions to do what he does best:  Launch into his broad message of being better at negotiating, having better judgement, and being able to make better decisions.
· It’s the approach that has served Trump well over the past 18-or-so months, and it probably served him well again with his supporters last night.

· If, indeed, this was a preview of what we will see on September 26 then the breathless anticipation may be misplaced.
· Remember, the two candidates were not on the stage at the same stage last night and the fact that Clinton went first (and, assuming Trump was not in a <i>$64,000 Question</i> Isolation Booth) he could hear her answers which gave him an advantage.
· It seemed to me that Matt Lauer was better prepared, or more willing, to challenge Trump on his answers than he was challenging Clinton, but that might have just been my take.

· But, in the heat of the peppering of questions, both candidates did well.  If you liked one, you thought they kicked butt.  If you didn’t like one, you thought he or she was a dope.

· Bottom line?  Not a single vote got changed.

<P><b>Lad Link</b>: Here’s the link to this week’s essay by @ReedGalen on the no-win election America is facing.  Click <a href = “http://bit.ly/2cBFsN0”><b>HERE</b></a>.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_09-08-16.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  The link to the Debate Commission page and to the Wikipedia page on the $64,000 Question program.
The Mullfoto is one of those oxymorons that confuse me so.
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