Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Senator Joe Lieberman (D-CT) made a speech excoriating his friend Bill Clinton not only on the Senate floor, but while the President was overseas.  He used words like:  “Immoral,” “deception,” “misbehavior,” “inadequate,” “misconduct,” “disgraceful,” and “harmful.”  It was very tough. As tough as anything any senior Republican has publicly said.  In fact, two more Democratic Senators seconded.

· Lieberman pretty much said he was already convinced that the President’s activities had reached a level which would qualify for a Congressional resolution of reprimand or censure.  That’s just based upon what we already know about.  When the Starr report is made available there may no choice left but to study – very closely – the text and meaning of the 25th Amendment.

· Joe Lieberman is a man of deep moral conviction who is at ease with his place in his world, and his world is a far larger place than mine.  He was severely lecturing a man who has done everything in his awesome power to make the world in which we all live very, very small.

· Nevertheless, Senator Lieberman cannot apologize on behalf of the President.  The President has had three shots at it, and has whiffed on all of them.  Give him a “K” and sit him down.  

· Lanny Davis, whom regular wasters of time and bandwidth know I respect greatly, was wrong last night when he said that Bill Clinton would “find the path” between what the rabid Republicans were calling for and Clinton’s attempts to put this behind us.  The President, to continue the metaphor above, has had his cuts.  It’s out of his hands.

· Let me quote myself on MSNBC (via the Hotline):  “As far as I’m concerned if he never says another world about this, that’s just fine with me.  I don’t think he owes me anything.  I think he owes the office of the presidency – his predecessors and successors – a great deal.”  Sometimes I surprise myself.

· If  Clinton says he was “heartened by Lieberman’s full, unequivocal statement of support,” call the Betty Ford Clinic and don’t tell me there’s no room.  You know that old joke, “If the President were coming would you have a room?”

· Speaking of countdowns and the 25th Amendment, there are 139 days until January 21, 1999.

· That five-minute August 17th speech WAS historic.  It will come to be known as the most damaging speech in Democratic Party history.

· Henry Gandy, of the Duberstein Group, points out the necessity of reading an entire article.  Yesterday’s Washington Post piece by John F. Harris and Susan Schmidt: “Clinton Said He Aided Lewinsky in Job Hunt” reads like a Jacqueline Suzanne paperback.  In the next to last graf, the lawyer for a White House aide quotes Monica whining to get a job back in the White House:  “She said, ‘I never had an affair with the President, but all the others who have get to stay.’”

· Who are “all the others” who had an affair with the President?  And where did they “get to stay?”  

· There was a huge buzz this week regarding rumors about another intern.  Bob Woodward was quoted as saying he was not working on a “second intern” story.  Maybe he was being too literal.  Maybe Mr. Woodward is not working on a “second intern story, but a “serial female staff” story.
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