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· As you know, I am a fan of Hillary Clinton. But, I do not think she will be the next President of the United States.

· According to the date calculator on Windows, there are 1,173 between now and election day November 8, 2016.  Inauguration Day, January 20, 2017, will be 74 days after that.
· The popular press and cable news channels including, one presumes, the fledgling Al Jazeera in America channel …
SIDEBAR

My cable system does not carry the new Al Jazeera in America (AJA) channel which used to be called Current TV owned, in part, by Al Gore.  Gore sold his rarely-viewed channel to Al Jazeera for a cool $500 million because the Qatari-owned network wanted the cable access that Gore provided.

According to the Washington Post, Al Jazeera in America, on launch, was available to about 40 million homes in the U.S.  ESPN, for comparison, is available to more than 100 million homes in America.

END SIDEBAR 

· … have determined that the Democratic Nominating process is over and the winner is:  Hillary Rodham Clinton.   <i>President</i> Hillary Rodham Clinton to you, little mister.
· This may sound familiar to you as in 2007 Senator Clinton as the odds-on favorite to win the Democratic nomination and the Presidency. 
· Over the course of the 2008 campaign, Senator Clinton won the support of:

-- 14 Sitting and former U.S. Senators

-- 18 sitting and former U.S. Reps.

-- 13 sitting and former Governors.

-- 30 show biz types from Sean Ashton to Reese Witherspoon.

· Unfortunately the Clinton campaign didn’t understand how to deal with caucus states and so ended up coming in third in the very first caucus state:  Iowa.
· Popular history has it that Senator Barack Obama (D-Ill) coasted to a big win in Iowa, but the reality is, Obama won with 37.6 percent of the vote.  Put another way, 62.4 percent of Iowans wanted someone other than Barack Obama to be the Democratic nominee, but that doesn’t matter.

· John “Who’s-Your-Daddy” Edwards (D-NC) came in second, with 29.7 percent edging out Sen. Clinton (D-NY) by two-tenths of one percentage point 29.5.

·  However, as a relatively unknown, Black, U.S. Senator from Illinois, Barack Obama’s victory launched him on a trajectory that would land him in the White House. 
· Senator Clinton became Secretary of State Clinton and did as well as any Secretary of State can do in this age when all major initiatives come out of the White House and the Department Secretaries are there only to carry out their orders.
· As I talk to Republicans and Conservatives about a potential Hillary Rodham Clinton candidacy they are uniformly opposed to the concept.
· Then I ask this:

Would the United States be better off or worse off if Hillary Clinton had been President these past five years instead of Barack Obama?

· This is almost always met with enough eye, nose, and lip twitching to sing “Winkin’, Blinkin’ and Nod” followed by a whispered, “better off.”

· The other responses have to do with the other person running down the street quoting Marcel Proust in the original French:
“Like many intellectuals, he was incapable of saying a simple thing in a simple way.”
· During the 2008 campaign, the Clintons ran an ad known as the “3 AM” ad.  It said very clearly that if the phone in the White House rang at 3 AM with a crisis somewhere in the world, it would be good if the person answering it knew a little something about foreign affairs.
· As it has turned out, the Obamas have that phone on MUTE and don’t pick it up at all.
· The travel and travails of running around the world took their toll on Mrs. Clinton as the photos on the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_08-23-13.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> from 2009 and 2012 clearly show.

· Mrs. Clinton is just about a year younger than I am.   She will be 66 on October 26.  That means she will be 68 when the 2016 Presidential campaign begins in earnest in the Fall of 2015 and will be 69 years old during the campaign year.
· I believe she will decide that she can make far more money giving speeches in places like Singapore than Sioux City; and can do far more good for far more people by spending the next three years (and onward) taking effective control of the Clinton family foundation.
· There is a lot of good to be done in the world, and I think Hillary Rodham Clinton will decide that she can do more of it outside of elected politics.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_08-23-13.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:   Great links.  Al Jazeera’s web page; Hillary’s 2008 endorsements; the 2008 Iowa Caucus results (D & R);  those photos of Hillary at the beginning and at the end of her term as Secretary of State; and the famous 3 AM ad.

Also a very cool hand-held Mullfoto of the full moon Wednesday night. 
-- END --

