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· USA Today’s Walter Shapiro leads us to consider that, in this era of wrap-around news cycles, two of the biggest stories of the past fortnight have been the departures from their respective jobs of Tina Brown and Mike McCurry.  Hmm, similarities:  As part of their jobs, they both had to edit fiction.

· Here’s why Mike McCurry leaving is going to be so tough on the Clinton White House:

· McCurry, since January, has been able to snooker most of the White House press corps, most of the time into allowing him to refuse to answer most of the questions dealing with Monica.  His replacement, Joe Lockhart will likely not be allowed to do that.

· McCurry understands the rhythm of the briefing room.  The press understands the rhythm of McCurry.  Lockhart will have to learn both.

· The pace of the scandals are picking up.  The Monica scandal may be coming to a close, but the fund raising scandal is ready to flare up like gasoline on briquettes with the reports of demands for an independent prosecutor by Janet Reno’s hand-picked investigator, Charles La Bella.

· We are moving into the August recess where the smallest items can become huge stories when the giant maw of the press gets hungry.  Lockhart has, perhaps, minutes to get enough to keep it fed.

· The press corps will test Lockhart every way it can, for as long as it can like high school students with a substitute teacher.  Lockhart is somewhat more prickly in nature than McCurry.  Sharks in the water.  Sharks in the water.

· Remember my being amused at the notion of Ted Kennedy being a self-appointed spokesman for personal accountability? Dr. Jack Pitney pointed out the following from the NY Times: "There is no privacy anymore," said Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash. "It has been eroded in so many ways . . .”

· McDermott, to review the bidding, is the alleged felon who gleefully passed along an illegally intercepted cell-phone call between Rep. John Boehner, Speaker Newt Gingrich, and others to the NY Times and the Atlanta Journal Constitution. An, er, PRIVATE phone call. Oh, yea.  Those were the days when "Getting Newt" was all that mattered. Honesty was but a discarded by-product.

· Bill Clinton has asked for "responsibility" in deciding what to do with the Trillion-and-a-Half Dollar budget surplus. Clinton's idea of responsibility is letting Democrats decide how to spend your money.

· There’s a triumvirate for you:  Kennedy for Accountability; McDermott for Privacy; and, Clinton for Responsibility.  The Aramis, Athos, and Porthos of personal virtues.

· Did anyone else see the irony in the same-cycle stories of (1) Bill Clinton suggesting everyone's medical records be stored in some central cyber-warehouse and, (2) the confession that there were more than a thousand individuals' FBI files on view at the reality-White House?

· Al “I-Don’t-Sweat-I-Glow-In-The-Dark” Gore toured the Chernobyl nuclear plant on his really important trip to Russia.   Maybe pulling out a couple of rods will get HIM fired up.
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