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Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Looking for a campaign issue for this fall?  The Speaker has announced plans for using the Trillion Dollar surplus over the next ten years for as large a tax cut as he can get. That’s after setting aside more than $650 Billion to shore up Social Security.  How about THAT for a do-something Congress, Al? 

· Newt has suggested seven areas for consideration:  Social Security benefits; Widow’s provisions of Social Security; Taxes on Social Security recipients who work; Full deductibility for self-employed workers’ health insurance premiums; Capital gains rates; Marriage penalty; and, Inheritance taxes.  There is also talk about upping the amounts for personal exemptions.  See anything in that list which (a) affects you, and/or (b) interests you?  Want to run against any of them?  

· Let’s see by a show of hands the number of people who think we would have been able to discuss tax cuts of this magnitude – or any magnitude – if the Democrats had controlled Congress for the past four years.  I think we win on that one.

· Hands down.  Now let’s see by a show of hands how many think, if the Democrats regained control of Congress, this money would be used to invent new government programs and to hire more government employees to run those programs instead of letting working men, women, and families keep it.  We win again.  Hands down.

· Speaking of working men, women and families, how about someone in the Clinton White House showing a little leadership and getting involved with the UAW-GM strike.  How about Mr. Labor Union, Al “My-Hardhat-Rides-Easy-On-My-Head” Gore? Take a side.  Do SOMEthing. Put a marker in the ground.  Just one time in this Administration we’d like to see them actually take a stand in a tough situation, stop worrying about the next election, and do what’s right.  Yea, right.

· Gore ought to forego his useless trip to Russia and make a potentially meaningful visit to Flint, Michigan.  Pending that, look for Dick Gephardt to show up in Flint while Gore is acting like the worlds’ most expensive advance man ahead of Bill Clinton’s pre-election “don’t-bother-me-with-subpoenas-I’m-busy-being-President” tour of Russia.

· Speaking of Doing the Right Thing, Bill Clinton spoke at the American Federation of Teachers convention the other day.  The AFT is the teacher’s union whose only goal is to pour more public money into public education because that’s where membership dues come from, not because it helps schools. 

· After Mike McCurry denied he would do it yesterday, and after the nightly news programs went on the air, Clinton sneaked back into the Oval Office and vetoed the Education Savings Account bill authored by Georgia Republican Paul Coverdell and co-sponsored by New Jersey Democrat Robert Torricelli. The bill would have allowed parents to put money into savings accounts for their kids’ education, the interest on which would be tax free.  But the union didn’t like it.  Clinton forgot to mention the veto at the AFT speech last week.  He didn’t want to look like he was pandering to the union.

· Panderer?  OUR President?  In new dictionaries under the listing of Ailuropoda melanoleuca there will  be a picture of Bill Clinton.
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