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· As part of the 9-0 ruling turning down the White House's request to prohibit Secret Service agents' testimony, Judge Laurance Silberman slapped the hands of The James and other supporters of President Clinton when he accused the White House of having "declared war" on Ken Starr. 

· Here are some of Mike McCurry's comments from the White House briefing of Wednesday:

-- "[Secret Service agents] should not be slimed by Ken Starr and his operatives." 

-- "I think that any distinctions that would imply common sense on the part of the ... Independent Counsel are hard to find. He just seems to be throwing subpoenas at everything that moves."

-- "What prompted me to say things I haven't said before is the outrageousness of the slander raised by people close to Ken Starr, as reported by NBC this morning."

-- "Ken Starr has laundered the information through the Starr operation's friends on Capitol Hill..."

-- "... they've got briefings on the nature of the kind of inquiries and suggestions and innuendo that Mr. Starr has been -- and his people have been leaving as droppings around town."

-- "[I]t's an outrageous report to begin with, and I cited this earlier today in the hopes of heading off in a preemptive way reporting that is venomous and not founded in fact."

-- "I think what they're suggesting through innuendo is outrageous."

· If those aren't fighting words and this is not a war, then the White House has been supervising the most serious Police Action since the Korean, ah, war.

· Vice President Al "Look-a'-Me-I'm-a-Weather-Man" Gore this week: ``It is so incredibly unusual to have six months in a row and every single one of those months sets an all-time new record for being the highest month ever. You can see quite clearly the long-term warming trend.''  I don't think it's "incredibly unusual" to have six months in a row.  It tends happens twice every year.  Second, in meteorology, six months, six years, even six decades does not a "long-term" trend make.  

· Chainsaw Al also spoke to the NAACP convention this week and used the politics of hatred and race to try and build up his own sagging credibility.   Same thing he did at the LULAC convention two weeks ago.  Now, THERE'S a trend.

· The Very Rich ARE different:  The Sultan of Brunei is helping his people sweat out the Asian financial crisis by giving each of his subjects a cost-of-living raise. ``This should teach us to be more prudent and take preventive steps, including austerity measures in our expenditures,''  the Sultan said as he spoke from his 1,788-room palace, his two wives seated on either side. "Brunei," according to Lonely Planet, "is a tiny, oil-rich Islamic sultanate lying on the north-western coast of Borneo."

· Dear Sultan:  Please make your non-tax-deductible check out to GOPAC.  I will be arriving shortly to pick it up.  At the palace.  As soon as I find out where Borneo is.  Say "Hi" to the wives for me.

-- END --
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