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· Last week we were all agog at the news that seven thugs were arrested in Miami, accused of plotting to blow up the Sears Tower in Chicago and the FBI headquarters in Miami.
· As the Feds later said, this plot was more in the aspirational, not the implementational stage.

· This was also the week when the New York Times reported on an on-going activity by the Federal Government to track the movement of money from and to bank accounts in the US.
· During my regular Fox appearance with Bob Beckel on Saturday, I suggested that the FBI didn’t catch those Florida guys “because they left a Powerpoint presentation at the local Popeye’s.”

· The FBI and, we assume, other agencies, used the investigative tools which are available to stop terrorists from blowing up the Sears Tower or anything else.

· While all that was going on, the US military conducted a test of its anti-missile system and apparently knocked down an inbound vehicle over the Pacific Ocean.

· The Pentagon can tell us 173 times a day that test had been scheduled for a long time, but it happened to come at a time when the North Koreans are planning a test launch of an ICBM which has the range to hit the West coast of the US.

· Extra Credit Question:  Compare and contrast the manner in which the US government handled the terrorist cell in Miami with the way it is handling the threat of an ICBM launch from North Korea.

· Ok.  We’ll make this an open-book test.  Here’s the answer:

· The FBI didn’t wait until the home-brewed-Islamo-fascists bought a couple of trucks in, say, Alabama; drove them to, say, Indiana, spent a couple of months buying two or three tons of fertilizer, loaded up the trucks, and began driving down Michigan Avenue (or whatever street the Sears Tower is located on) before they intercepted them.

· As soon as the FBI got a handle on what was going on – even if it was only “aspirational” -- they busted the cell.

· It is conventional knowledge that North Korea has somewhere between three and ten nuclear weapons.  We don’t know (and the North Koreans probably don’t know) if they would work, but it seems to me that allowing North Korea to use Seattle as Ground Zero for its nuclear testing program is something we should try to prevent.
· The odds of the North Koreans mounting an untested nuclear warhead on an untested missile and successfully hitting anything is probably very small.  
· But those odds are not zero.

· If we detect – and we’ve got satellites which can read the warning label on a matchbook cover in Pyongyang – that the North Koreans are getting ready to launch anything larger than a cherry bomb on the Fourth of July, we should (a) issue a warning which gives them a matter of hours to dismantle it or (b) we will blow it up where it stands.

· No.  Better idea.  Under my current theory of preemption, we should blow up the launch pad right now – today – before they even mount a missile on it.

· If the French and the Chinese and the Germans and Kofi Annan and everyone else doesn’t like it … too bad.  If the United Nations proposes another one of its impotent resolutions of condemnation, we should abstain,  allow it pass, immediately withdraw from UN membership, and throw the whole organization out of New York City. 

· They can set up shop in Darfur and do some good, for a change.

· The Feds took the potential threat of the terror cell in Miami seriously enough to take robust action well in advance of any potential for its being successful in destroying the Sears Tower.
· Why would we take a different tack when a potential threat by a foreign government is even more devastating in its scale?

· The notion of letting a Cosmo-Kramer-looking goofball like Kim Jung-Il threaten us in any way is beyond ludicrous.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_06-26-06.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring Page</b></a> today:  Links to the US Missile test, Kim Jung-il, and the Sears Tower.  Plus an amusing Mullfoto and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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