Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· The US House voted 417-4 to forbid President Clinton from transferring any more technology to China while he is visiting there next month.  I detect just the slightest backing away from the President by House Democrats.  

· The reason Clinton HAS to go to China: The Chinese gave Johnny Chung $300,000 to slip into the Clinton/Gore campaign and only $100,000 actually got there. The DNC wants the other two hundred grand.  Clinton should suffer because the Chinese chose a crook to be their bagman?

· If, as they have said, the DNC returned Johnny Chung’s check to Johnny Chung he now has all $300,000 of the money the Chinese gave him.  

· Mike McCurry’s discomfort in his briefing the other day was obvious when he was forced to say that Bill Clinton HAS to participate an arrival ceremony in Tiennamen Square because “we can’t dis [sic] the Chinese.”  He’s right.  We can’t dis them now.  Now they’ve got ICBMs aimed at us.

· Assume for a moment that Bernard Schwartz, the head of Loral, was a REPUBLICAN who gave $1.1 million to the GOP in the same general time frame as a REPUBLICAN President was overruling his Defense and State Departments and allowing satellite technologies to be transferred to China creating and enormous economic benefit for Schwartz.  I wonder if  Democrats in the House would be as statesmanlike as the Republicans have been.  Get me Henry Waxman on the phone.

· President Suharto resigned.  Whew!  Another foreign policy victory for the crack Clinton team.  Now, about China, India, Pakistan, Israel, the PLO, Iraq, Iran, Bosnia, Ethiopia . . . 

· I’ll bet the Lippo Group is sponsoring the inaugural activities for new Indonesian President B.J. Habibie.  In fact, I’ll bet the Lippo Group is sponsoring the administration of Indonesian President B.J. Habibie. 

· Let’s start a pool on how long it takes for a State visit invite to go out from the White House to Habibie. 

· Headline you may have missed:  “House Republicans Resume Drive to Cut Government and Taxes”  Page A18 of Thursday’s NY Times. The piece was by Alison Mitchell.  Missed entirely by the Washington Post.

· There’s a well-known game called the “Kevin Bacon Game.”  The object is to connect Kevin Bacon, the actor, with any other actor in not more than seven moves – they were in a movie together, they acted under the same director, etc.  I want to start a new game.  I call it the “KENNETH Bacon Game.”  Kenneth Bacon is the Pentagon spokesman who admitted to being responsible for leaking the Linda Tripp personnel form to the press.  The object of my game is to connect Kenneth Bacon, in less than seven moves, with Craig Livingstone.
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