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· As regular readers know, because I have the attention span of the average 5-year-old, I rarely write on the same topic twice unless, because I have the memory of a 63-year-old, I forgot that I’d written about it.
· Today will be a departure because of the response of Mexican President Felipe Calderón to the new immigration law in Arizona.
· According to the CIA World Factbook, Mexico has a population of about 111 million people with a net migration of “-3.61 migrant(s)/1,000 population.”  I may be wrong about this but that means every year about 400,000 people leave Mexico.
· I’m guessing that some of those migrants end up in the United States of America.

· According to the U.K. Guardian, <i>El Presidente</i> is <i>muy agravado</i> over this new law and “promised to raise it with President Barack Obama during a visit to Washington next week.”

· This would be really funny:  How about if Maryland State Troopers were to stop Calderón’s motorcade on its way in to the District of Columbia from Andrews Air Force Base and made everyone show their passports?
· Ok, that’s not funny.  But this is.

· According to reporter Ewen MacAskill:

The Mexican foreign ministry, long used to warnings from the US state department about the risks of travelling to Mexico because of drug wars, retaliated by issuing an alert to Mexicans and migrant communities because of the "adverse political atmosphere" in Arizona.

· UPI wrote that the warning “advised Mexican nationals to use ‘extreme caution’ traveling to Arizona -- even before the law takes effect -- and listed consulates where people can get help.” 
· It added, “As long no clear criteria are defined for when, where and who the authorities will inspect, it must be assumed that every Mexican citizen may be harassed and questioned without further cause at any time.”
· Calderón told a group of migrants in Mexico City Monday that
"Criminalizing immigration, which is a social and economic phenomenon, this way opens the door to intolerance, hate, discrimination and abuse in law enforcement."

· Sneaking into the United States has long been criminalized.   This law applies to people who are illegal aliens which, because the word “illegal” is involved, would appear to have involved criminal activity in the first place.  

· More importantly, it seems that migrants in the U.S. are much safer than migrants in … Mexico as this lead paragraph from another U.K. Guardian article shows:
Stalked by kidnappers, murders, rapists and corrupt officials, the journey Central Americans make through Mexico on their way to the United States is one of the most perilous migration routes in the world.
· The report on which that article was based, states:
"Migrants in Mexico are facing a major human rights crisis leaving them with virtually no access to justice, fearing reprisals and deportation if they complain of abuses.”

· And, before you roll your eyes thinking this was the work of some anti-Mexican hack with an ax to grind, the report was produced and released by Amnesty International – not exactly an organization known for embracing conservative causes.

· Whoa!  ¡nos trae la cuenta por favor! (Which either means, “check, please!” or “Is this the right road to Tumazunchale?” )
· Felipe Calderón is whining about the way we are treating immigrants in the U.S. because they may be asked to produce documents proving they are here legally, while immigrants in his very own country are being kidnapped, robbed, raped, and murdered by the tens of thousands, according to the report.
· So, <i>Sr. Presidente</i>, why don’t you deal with the social and economic phenomenon of immigration in Mexico and let us deal with the s & e p of immigration in the United States?
· Until that, let’s have an informal agreement:  No American citizens will come to Mexico, and no Mexican citizens will come to the U.S.
· <i>¿tenemos un reparto?</i>

· On a the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_04-28-10.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:   Links to the CIA World Factbook, which you ought to check out if you never have; links to both of the Guardian stories and the translation of the final bullet point.
Also, a Mullfoto of a FedEx track which was amazing and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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