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· Regular readers know that I have been worrying over why the Democrats are spending so much time and effort on Tom DeLay and the plot to do away with the filibuster when it comes to Federal judges.
· On the DeLay front, almost no one outside of Washington, DC and Harris County, Texas knows who Tom DeLay is, and fewer still can name a single thing he is accused of doing which is unethical much less illegal.

· On the filibuster front, I give a good number of speeches and in many the question comes up as to “why does it take 60 votes to pass anything in the Senate?”

· When I begin to explain this is not a Constitutional issue, but a simple Senate rule, and the whole filibuster thing is not at all like it was in that Jimmy Stewart movie, the audience’s eyes tend to roll back in their heads and the EMT squad often has to be called in.

· So what’s the deal?  Yesterday’s news may have given us the answer we have been looking for.  

· First, the New York Times – champions of the Bush foreign policy – had a piece by reporter Somini Sengupta regarding the visit to India by the Pakistani leader, General Pervez Musharraf.

· Sengupta’s lead, datelined New Dehli, India was as follows:

“A cricket match brought them together. But it was talk of trade, peace and a gas pipeline that dominated the diplomatic spectacle here over the weekend … amid signs of a new reconciliation between the nuclear-armed rivals of South Asia.”

· You may remember that not so long ago India and Pakistan were threatening to test nuclear devices in each other’s territory, a potential confrontation which led comedian George Carlin to observe that this was particularly dangerous because both countries believe in reincarnation so they don’t see any down-side risk.

· Democrats, you see, don’t want to have to talk about reconciliation between India and Pakistan on George W. Bush’s watch, so they talk about filibusters.
· Oh.  And while that was going on in South Asia, that other Mouthpiece of the Administration, the Washington Post had a front-page piece headlined: 
“A New Power Rises Across Mideast: Advocates for Democracy Begin to Taste Success After Years of Fruitless Effort”
· The article, written by Post reporters Scott Wilson and Daniel Williams, quotes two different sets of reformers – in Egypt and in Lebanon saying that they don’t like or trust George W. Bush but, “Bush's message has offered a measure of comfort to street activists, who believe that crackdowns will be harder to carry out now that the United States is watching.”
· Certainly the Democrats don’t want the popular press talking about the continuing early success of The Bush Doctrine, so they talk about DeLay.
· The Post also had a longish piece about the unexpected success of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice by Derrick Chollet who wrote of Dr. Rice:

“What's striking about her first three months in office is that she has articulated a role for herself and her department that goes far beyond the mere maintenance of diplomacy. She wants State to lead the reshaping of America's role in the world. She describes this as ‘transformational diplomacy,’ not just accepting the world as it is, but trying to change it.”
· The State Department is continuing to function even after Colin Powell left?  Is that possible? And under the guidance of a woman who was verbally thrashed by Senate Democrats for not promising she would oppose the President at every turn?
· And this Chollet guy?  He was the foreign policy advisor to Senator John Edwards (D-NC).  Another Bush cheerleader.

· So, this helps explain the Democrats in the House and Senate being in a lather about DeLay and the 60-vote thing.  
· They don’t want us paying attention to the fact that the world is steadily becoming more democratic and, by extension, becoming steadily safer.

· It’s called:  Misdirection.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_04-18-05.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:   Links to the three articles mentioned above; an amusing Mullfoto with a very aireodite… heir-ee-oh … a really clever caption and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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