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· The GOP Primary Campaign Parade marches through Wisconsin, the District of Columbia and Maryland tomorrow night.  If projections turn out to be correct will mark the end of the end of the process.
· As of last night, according to RealClearPolitics.com,  Mitt Romney had 566 delegates, Rick Santorum had 263, Newt Gingrich - 140, and Ron Paul – 67.   The magic number, as everyone has known since Iowa’s caucuses on January 3, is 1,144 meaning Romney is 578 delegates short
· All three jurisdictions are winner-take-all.  The total number of delegates at stake are 42 (Wis),  37 (Md) and 19 (DC).  If Romney, as expected, wins all three he will have 664 delegates – still 480 shy of the needed number.

· The latest poll in Wisconsin has Romney leading Santorum 

· If Santorum gets blanked tomorrow night he will still be 881 votes short.  Time is also short.
· The most recent Rasmussen poll has Romney with a 10 point lead in Wisconsin 44-34.  Gingrich and Paul are bringing up the rear at seven a piece.

· In the national Gallup five-day tracking poll, Romney is leading Santorum by 15 percentage points 42-27.  Gingrich is at 11 percent and Paul is at 10.
· Last week Santorum got angry at a New York Times reporter for asking him for a clarification about something Santorum said about Romney in a stump speech.  Santorum got agitated, lashed out at Jeff Zeleny (who is as mild mannered as any reporter on the trail) saying that the question was “Bull****.”
· Santorum was working a rope line but kept coming back to Zeleny, unable to shake it off.

· When I was asked about it on CNN, I said the race had entered the 3-F stage for the candidates trying to catch up to Romney:

-- Frustration

-- Fatigue

-- Finances

· Santorum came into this process with little hope, few expectations, and insufficient funding.

· His surprise finish in Iowa – first a close second, then a close first – followed by his sweep of the Missouri-Minnesota-Colorado election were major boosts.  His excellent debate performances along with Gingrich’s collapse, not once but twice, made it appear to him (and to everyone else) he was a serious candidate with a real shot at the nomination.

· As the process wore on, the debates stopped, Santorum’s continued focus on social issues, rather than the economy appeared to wear thin everywhere but the deep south.   The money slowed and the frustration of Romney getting good press – even in the face of regular “gaffes” had to be like a grain of sand in Santorum’s eye.

SIDEBAR

I looked up “gaffe.”  It means just what we thought it did. Here’s the definition from Merriam-Webster’s Unabridged:

A marked, especially social or diplomatic, blunder or clumsy mistake

END SIDEBAR

· Newt Gingrich made news last week having fired the manager and laying off what was reported to be about a third of his staff.  But, as Gingrich’s campaign was not a typically staffed operation, it is difficult to know how many were laid off and how many are left.
· Gingrich spokesman Joe DeSantis said the campaign had entered a “big-choice convention” phase which sounded to me like Newt-Speak for “this is just about over and I don’t want to have to retire a multi-million dollar debt.”

· There’s no reason in Newt’s mind to get out of the race or even suspend his campaign.  He’s been at this for over a year and if he can continue to get exposure on the cable news channels and Sunday shows (he was on CBS’ Face the Nation yesterday) he can reach millions of people without straying too far from the McLean, Virginia Starbucks.

· Ron Paul is still Ron Paul.  He is on a mission to publicize his Libertarian philosophy and he is succeeding.  It would not surprise me to find has more money in the bank than either Santorum or Gingrich – or maybe Santorum and Gingrich.
· In any event, tomorrow night will be it.  No one will announce their withdrawal, but they all know the answer:  Romney.

New Topic:

· The ONE Campaign is running an interesting promotion to publicize a new video.  The promotion asks, “Can you Imagine a World without Kitten Videos on YouTube?”
· It’s well worth a minute of your time to watch which you can do by clicking <a href = “http://bit.ly/HhKGXy”><b>HERE</b></a>

· On the <a href =  “http://www.mullings.com/dr_0402-12.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the Santorum video shouting at Jeff Zeleny, as well as the RealClearPolitics delegate counter and to the Rasmussen poll for Wisconsin.

Also a very strange Mullfoto and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
-- END --
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