Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider

From:
Rich Galen

To:
Usual Suspects

Re:
Me Tarzan, You Kathleen

Date:
Friday, March 20, 1998

______________________________________________________________________________

· I am not a Bill Gates basher, far from it.  But I was given pause when I found out that my temporary password to Michael Kinsley's e-zine, Slate, -- assigned, one assumes randomly, by a computer at Microsoft -- was e-mailed to me as "SenateSpin."  Just what information is in those cookies, anyway?

· Now that the White House document retrieval system is apparently working again, lets see the details of the 37 visits by Monica "I-was-just-in-the-neighborhood-and-thought-I-might-stop-in-to-see-if-the-PRESIDENT-OF-THE-UNITED-STATES-was-busy" Lewinsky.

· I'll bet the 27-month sentence handed down to Mike Espy's former chief of staff at the Agriculture Department for lying under oath is getting some attention at the White House. How about taking another look at the statements made by Ira Magaziner about the make-up of the health care working group?  Hey, look!  Lumps of coal turning into diamonds!

· Credit where Credit is Due Department:  The White House Spinsters on the Kathleen Willey story.  Saturday, The President and The James [Carville] hooked up to decide what to do with the Willey letters.  Sunday they all didn't watch the Willey interview on 60 Minutes together.  Monday they issued copies of the Willey letters "at the request of the Associated Press," but with no characterization.  

· After issuing the letters (while participating in a duck-and-cover drill in case the letters blew up in their faces) they realized they were getting traction with no backlash.  Press the Bet!  It was OK to trash Willey so they reverted to Standard Operating Doctrine (SOD):  Personal Attacks Trump Allegations.  By Friday, even CBS seemed to be dancing backward.

· Here's the overtrump, though:  Nobody (with the possible exception of The James) thinks The President is telling the truth.

· Spin of the Week: Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) said she was offended by the QUESTIONS of CBS' Ed Bradley.  According to the AP:  ``I found them [the questions] offensive,'' she said. ``I was stunned by the fact that network television had resorted to asking these kinds of questions to a woman who is vulnerable,'' she added.  Um, Nance?  How about being just a little offended or slightly stunned by a President resorting to sexually preying on a vulnerable woman in the pantry?  

· The President is off to Africa on Sunday.  Good hunting.  

-- END --
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