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· While President Bush was meeting with the Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom, Spain and Portugal, the President of France, Jacques Chirac was stealing a page out of the Saddam Hussein “Precipice Book” by suggesting he might be amenable to accepting a 30-day deadline for Saddam to disarm, provided the deadline was sanctioned by the inspectors.
· But after that 30-day period, what would he favor?  More talk and more negotiations.
· It is in Chirac’s interests to keep this dance going for as long as possible.  Chirac is now like Corporal King in James Clavell’s “King Rat” who was the master manipulator of his Japanese prison camp during World War II until the war ended.  Then King lost his status as the camp’s most important prisoner and returned to being just another corporal. 

· As long as this stand-off continues, Chirac is King Jacques.  60 Minutes wants to interview him.  Miniscule countries of whom no one ever gave a thought are being visited by his most senior Ministers.  Protesters who six months ago couldn’t have told you his name, now think he’s le meow du chat.

· The moment the smart weapons begin finding their targets, he returns to being just the President of a country we don’t much like any more.
· The reality is, as both Vice President Cheney and Secretary of State Powell made clear on the Sunday talkers yesterday, that it is only because of the MILITARY pressure the US and UK have been applying that any progress has been made.
· Chirac’s statement, as reported by the AP last night, that France “will naturally go to the end with our refusal" to endorse military action, signifies who is responsible for the end of diplomacy:  France.

· Here’s why:
1. During the Clinton years, when Saddam perceived zero military threat against him, he did nothing in terms of cooperating with the United Nations.

2. The ONLY reason Saddam Hussein has been pretending to make even a token effort to comply with UN Security Council resolutions is because the allies have about 300,000 troops stacked against his borders.

3. The French, who say inspections are working, have vowed to veto any new resolution which contains a formula for using military force.

4. But if the military option is removed, then Saddam would – properly – see this as a big bluff and, under the protection of France, continue to operate the way he has.

5. A negotiation requires a willingness by all the parties involved to give each others’ proposals serious consideration.

6. When France announced its opposition –  EVEN BEFORE IRAQ OBJECTED – to the proposal  brought forth by Tony Blair’s government it was a clear signal that further negotiations at the UN were, at a minimum, silly and, at a maximum, dangerous to coalition forces.
7. Chirac has no interest in any agreement for which any country but France will get credit.  
8. Chirac now sees himself as the most powerful French leader since Charles de Gaulle and, like de Gaulle, will make any ally pay any price to protect his own self-image.
· President Bush said yesterday, 

"I was the guy that said they ought to vote. And one country voted – at least showed their cards, I believe.  It's an old Texas expression, 'show your cards,' when you're playing poker.  France showed their cards. After I said what I said, they said they were going to veto anything that held Saddam to account. So cards have been played. And we'll just have to take an assessment after tomorrow to determine what that card meant."
· Because Jacques Chirac has chosen to put his interests ahead of the rest of the civilized world’s interests, we are probably within hours of going to war.
· Merci, France.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_03-17-03.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  The English translation of le meow du chat, a World War II poster, and a Catchy Caption of the day.
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