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Preface:  
I am in Marietta for a ceremony, later today, that is very important to me and, I hope to you.

Last August I got you involved in a project to help build an accessible home for a young soldier from here, Kyle Hockenberry, who was injured while on active duty in Afganistan.

Kyle lost both legs and his left arm in an IED attack.  The Tunnel to Towers Foundation along with the Gary Sinese Foundation have pledged to build houses for triple- and quadruple amputees.

If you remember, we raised over $32,000 for that project in about 48 hours last summer.  Today will be the official groundbreaking ceremony.
I have been asked, on your behalf, to participate.  

I am honored to be here.

-----

· In the Monday, April 4, 2005 Mullings I wrote:

I am not certain why I feel as strongly as I do about the passing of Pope John Paul II.  I am not Catholic.  I am not even Christian.

· I felt the same way watching the coverage of the Conclave in the Vatican to choose a man to replace Pope Benedict I.  I’m not sure why I was so taken by the process and so eager to see who would be chosen.

· I have proven over the past four or five months that my understanding of American politics is a little thin.  I have no clue as to the politics of 115 Cardinals, relatively elderly men, who are called upon to make a choice that will directly affect the (according to the BBC) 1.2 billion Roman Catholics in the world, and indirectly affect the 5.8 billion other humans on the planet.
· Like the choice of a Chief Justice of the United States, I suspect the Cardinals had to go on Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio’s official record, his unofficial record, and the personal interactions over the years.

· As those investment ads on CNBC always say, “Past performance is no guarantee of future results.”

· Cardinal Bergoglio chose the name Pope Francis (I have to admit, I first typed “Pope Francisco” I think because I’m used to saying SAN Francisco) perhaps, as the first Jesuit Pope, holding out an olive branch to another major Catholic order, the Franciscans.

· In an era when almost every mention of religion is in a negative connotation – one religion against another, one sect against another, religious influence on secular life, and so on –  it was soothing, really, to see the amount of time at least the American cable networks devoted to the choosing of the leader of one.

· There is no official leader of Protestant Christians;  no one world chief Rabbi; no single Imam.  I don’t think there is a single leader of Buddhists nor for Hindus, but I am willing to be corrected about that.
· I know there are other major religions, please don’t complain if I left yours out, but you understand my point.

·  After the networks have packed up and left St. Peter’s Square and the joyous prayers of the faithful have faded into the background din of Roman life, the naysayers will have their turn.
· They will look into every nook and cranny of Cardinal Bergoglio’s life and find examples of things his has said, written or done with which they disagree.
· Someone is bound to point out that Argentina was a significant landing point for Nazi war criminals after World War II.  First of all at 76, Pope Francis was about 8 years old when the war ended so he probably was not a major player in that.

· Secondly, if we believe the stain of segregation in the U.S. should have a statute of limitations, so should Argentina’s post War activities.

· Others will keep track of the various, and serious, scandals that have befallen the Church and report on how – or if – Pope Francis is dealing with them.

· But for me, and I suspect for many non-Catholics, we are praying for Pope Francis’ success.

· Vivat Papa

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_03-15-13.htm”> <b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:   Links to the BBC’s page showing the distribution of Roman Catholics in the world and to a list of major religions.

Also a reprise of the photo from last August when I presented the check for $32,000 on your behalf to Gary Senise and the Tunnel to Towers Foundation. 
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