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· There is an old saying which goes (approximately) “Every patient a surgeon sees, needs surgery.”
· In putting together his Cabinet, President-elect Barack Obama chose a nuclear physicist – a Nobel Prize-winning nuclear physicist – to be his Secretary of Energy.

· Problem is, like that apocryphal surgeon, Secretary Chu sees everything in terms of charmed quarks and, uh, like that.

· In his time as Energy Secretary Dr. Chu has been a strong advocate for nuclear power.  One year ago he wrote an essay in the Wall Street Journal which began:
America is on the cusp of reviving its nuclear power industry. Last month President Obama pledged more than $8 billion in conditional loan guarantees for what will be the first U.S. nuclear power plant to break ground in nearly three decades. And with the new authority granted by the president's 2011 budget request, the Department of Energy will be able to support between six and nine new reactors.

· Regular readers know I have done work for Boone Pickens who wants to use natural gas as a transition fuel for heavy trucks to reduce our dependence on OPEC oil.  Secretary Chu is not in favor of anything which would slow down the transition from gasoline and diesel directly to batteries or, for heavy trucks, hydrogen fuel cells.

· I am not anti-nuke.  I am for anything which will help us reduce our need to kowtow to the Middle Eastern and African oil producers which includes everything from nuclear power to cooking grease from McDonalds.
· Oil, by the way, is a minor player in power generation.  It comes into the conversation when we talk about electric cars.

· The reason many in Washington believe Dr. Chu is so gung-ho for nuclear power plants is his vision for a nation cars and light trucks running on battery power.  We have about 250 million passenger vehicles in the U.S. and if they all ran on battery they’d all have to be plugged in to recharge.

· That will require a massive amount of additional electricity which the Obama Administration does not want generated by building new coal or natural gas power plants.

· Late last week a devastating earthquake hit Japan triggering an even more deadly tsunami which, in turn, damaged a number of nuclear power stations in its path.

· As of this writing, Japanese engineers were using sea water to try and keep the nuclear cores of the damaged plants from further overheating which could lead to a Chernobyl-like disaster.  At least one generating plant appears to have suffered a partial melt-down and radioactive steam has been released into the atmosphere.
· According to the Associated Press “More than 180,000 people have evacuated the area, and up to 160 may have been exposed to radiation.”

· This does not augur well for Dr.Chu’s energy policy here.

· No new nuclear power station has come online since the Three Mile Island accident in 1979.  No one was hurt in that accident but the evacuation (either by government order or self-diagnosis) of 160,000 left a permanent scar on the face of nuclear power in the U.S. 

· Chu’s singular and exclusive focus on nuclear energy was misguided last March when he wrote that essay (“we are constantly looking ahead to the future of nuclear power”) and, with the potential for further problems at the damaged facilities in Japan, it is time for President Obama to instruct his Energy Secretary to revisit his position on having gone all-in on nuclear power.
New Topic:
· I bought an iPad 2 on Friday,  the very first day they were available.  According to Fortune Magazine, some 300,000 people across America joined me in this quest.

· You know that I already have an iPad (now called an iPad 1, like the Great War which became World War I after World War II began).  The Mullings Director of Standards & Practices mentioned, quite off handedly a month or so ago that she might like an iPad.

· That was enough for me.  I began plotting my strategy for a new iPad at that exact moment.

· The biggest difference between 1 and 2 is the new iPad has cameras.  I created a video of the famous “Badges … I don’t have to show you any stinking badges” scene from “Treasure of the Sierra Madre” by aiming the camera on the back of my device at the kitchen TV during its showing on TCM.
· Unfortunately I don’t know how to upload it to YouTube or e-mail it to myself, so you’ll just have to take my word for it:  I spent $900 to capture a 10 second scene from a 63-year-old movie I could have bought on-line for about three bucks.

· What a genius.  I should be the next Energy Secretary.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_03-14-11.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:  Links to the Dr. Steven Chu’s bio, and his essay from last year.  Also an excellent comparison by Reuters between Three Mile Island and the problems in Japan as well as the Fortune Magazine look at iPad sales over the weekend.

Also a link to the “Badges” clip  and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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