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Spring Training Alert!
I’m off to Florida on Sunday for a week of watching, and writing about, the Washington Nationals at their Spring Training HQ in Viero, Florida.  
For those few of you who do not care about the Nats, I will not be MULLING about them, but I will be providing Facebook and Twitter feeds about the exciting life I will be leading staying at the Melbourne Hampton Inn, driving the two-door whatever I get from Hertz, and dining at the finest sports bars and fast food restaurants in the area.
Both my Twitter and my Facebook IDs are: RichGalen.  
I was trying for something in a screen name that was really cool like CryptoThor or BeowulfsDragon, but I kept forgetting what they were.
I still sometimes forget my current screen name.

· In Texas on Tuesday a little known woman named Debra Medina ran as the Tea Party candidate and got nearly 19 percent of the vote in the GOP primary for Governor.  

· Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison got about 30 percent and Gov. Rick Perry got 51 percent meaning Medina was far closer to Hutchison than Hutchison was to Perry. 
· In this era of euphoria for the GOP, this result could well portend a huge problem next November.

· Here’s why.

· Medina got about a fifth of the vote, but that was in a GOP primary.  She would probably have gotten a far smaller percentage in a general election, but that’s where I’m going with this.

· Primary elections and other nominating processes will be pretty much done by August. A few states go into September, but not many.  So, Republican and Democrat nominees will be chosen and running against each other by, for the most part, late summer.

· In Congressional District after Congressional District Democrats are fearing for their political lives in the face of an Obama job approval which is stuck at slightly below 50 percent.

· Running head-to-head against the Republican nominee is going to be a steep hill to climb – Washington experience does not appear to be a big plus this year.

· Most states have a process for an independent candidate to get on the ballot.  It usually involves getting some number of signatures from some segment of the population in each county or some similar formula.

· Someone is going to figure out that being the Tea Party candidate can get you a significant percentage of the vote, if you can get on the ballot.

· Debra Medina got about the same percentage of the vote as Ross Perot got in the Presidential election of 1992.  Perot didn’t win any electoral votes, but he got enough popular votes to draw support away from George H.W. Bush and allowed Bill Clinton to win the state.
· Another example.  If Ralph Nader hadn’t been on the Florida ballot no recount would have been necessary.  Al Gore would have won the state fairly handily and would have been the 43rd President of the United States.

· If Tea Party candidates can get on the ballot in close districts, they can easily do the same thing:  Siphon votes away from the GOP candidate and throw the district to the Democrat.

· Why would they do this?  To demand that Republican candidates toe the Tea Party Line – or else.

· In most states independents can gain ballot access well after the primary voting period, so they can make the threat stick:  Come out against an ever-encroaching Federal government or else.

· If I were advising the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, I would tell them to set aside a fund of money to teach Tea Party candidates how to gain ballot access in the 30 – 40 Districts which the Ds think are in most peril.
· Republican challengers in Democrat districts can preempt that plot by claiming the Tea Party mantle starting, oh, tomorrow would be just about right.
· Republican incumbents won’t lose to Tea Party candidates.  They might if they were running in a GOP primary in the Northeast, but there aren’t very many Republican incumbents in that region so there is not much low hanging fruit.

· The power of the Tea Party can be best used in weak Democratic districts where they can threaten to get on the ballot and destroy Republican chances to take back control of the U.S. House.

· That is a dangerous storm bearing down on GOP hopes for November.

· On the <a href = “http://bit.ly/cXbXbR”> <b>Secret Decoder Ring </b></a> today:   Forget about the links.  You will <b>absolutely</b> want to see the Mullfoto which involves a female Israeli soldier and a rifle.  Trust me.  The Women’s Canadian Biathlon Team is a bunch of bearded, cross-eyed men in comparison.
Also a related Catchy Caption of the Day.
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