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"A confused army leads to another's victory."   Sun-Tzu 
· Barack Obama’s overwhelming victory in South Carolina over a stunningly tone-deaf Hillary Clinton may change the political landscape in America for decades to come.  Or, it may not have any effect on Super Tuesday (February 5) at all.

· Thus is the state of politics today.  No matter what happens in the near- or long-term future one thing is abundantly clear:  Race politics was front and center in South Carolina.

· On Fox Saturday night, Alan Colmes asked me what I thought about the issue of race in the Democratic primary in South Carolina.
· I said I thought it was a good thing.

· Later in the program, long after I had left the studio in Ft. Lauderdale, Michael Steele was on and Alan quoted my response.  Steele, who now runs GOPAC, said that he thought I was wrong.

· Let’s understand what I was talking about.
· Barack Obama kicked Hillary Clinton’s you-know-what in the primary election in South Carolina.  

· He largely did it by getting something on the order of 85% of the Black vote and nearly a quarter of the White vote.

· Remember, the Clinton campaign sent Bill Clinton into SC to demonstrate the difference between an eight-year former President and a first term US Senator.  The idea was to show that  experience was way, way more important than “change.”
· South Carolinians didn’t get the joke and they demonstrated that ignorance by ignoring the fact that Bill Clinton was campaigning in South Carolina while the actual candidate, Hillary Clinton, was not.

· It was blatantly obvious that both Hillary and Obama were playing – as the Popular Press calls it – the Race Card.

· Obama, in case you haven’t noticed, is Black.  Hillary, in case you haven’t noticed, is very, very White.

· Back to Alan Colmes’ question.

· I am not be in favor of using race as an issue in politics.  But if Hillary and Barack want to use race as an issue (as they did in South Carolina) then that works to the benefit of the GOP because African-Americans are such an important part of the Democratic coalition.
· If Black Democrats are largely Barack supporters and White Democrats are largely Hillary backers then this can only devolve to the benefit of the Republican nominee – whomever that turns out to be.
· This is because the longer the Democratic nomination fight goes on the less likely it is that there will be a reconciliation.  And if Hillary and Barack continue to split the primary states, then the fight might go all the way to the floor of the Democratic Convention in August.

· Even more.  If the nomination fight becomes one which is between Democratic Whites and Democratic Blacks it is almost impossible to believe that they will come together in time to defeat whomever the Republicans nominate.

· So, when I said to Alan Colmes that I thought the racial fight among Democrats was a good thing, I was right:  What is bad for my opponent, is good for me.
· The Popular Press is not responding to the hideous loss Hillary Clinton suffered in South Carolina because – to a great degree – the Popular Press believe Hillary Clinton should be the next President of the United States.
· The fact is Barack Obama crushed Hillary Clinton in South Carolina  and the Clinton campaign cannot pretend she didn’t contend there.  She did and she barely got a quarter of the votes.

· Democrats may have to come to grips with the fact that Hillary is not the perfect candidate.  In fact, they may have to admit she is a fatally flawed candidate.
· If Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton were Republicans and not Democrats we would have had wall-to-wall coverage of Al Sharpton, Jesse Jackson and the entire Black Caucus of the US Congress denouncing the use of racial politics in the Presidential selection process.

· But, because these are Democrats – and one of the Democrats has the name “Clinton” – we have heard nothing from the Racially ultra-sensitive Left.

· And we have read nothing in the Popular Press about the Sounds of Silence about a Black v. White primary campaign for President.

· “Hello darkness my old friend.”
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-28-08.htm”><b> Secret Decoder  Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the Simon & Garfunkel tune.   Also a Mullfoto showing the realities of Snowbirds in Florida and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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