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Got a question?  Get an answer.  Send an e-mail to  <A href="mailto:galen@mullings.com? subject=Dear Mr. Mullings"><b>Dear Mr. Mullings</b></a>

· Another good thing about getting old, is you get invited to speak to people who believe (however incorrectly) that because you’ve been doing something for a long time, you must have some idea what you are talking about.
· The illogic of that notwithstanding, I am on Maryland’s Eastern Shore with the US House Republicans to talk about dealing with the press now that they are in the Minority and don’t get to call hearings, issue subpoenas, and bring legislation to the floor.

· Only about 60 Republicans now in the House ever served in the Minority prior to this year.  The overwhelming number of current Republicans in attendance have now spent exactly 22 days in the minority and have only known Majority status.

· The natural reaction to being in the Minority is, metaphorically, to cross your arms, stick out your lower lip, and threaten to hold your breath and turn blue if you don’t get what you want.

· Unlike the US Senate where just about any Senator – Democrat or Republican – can stop just about any action on just about any topic by doing just that; in the House, if you’ve got one less vote than the other guy, you are going to spend a lot of time turning blue and no one will much care.

· Yesterday, the luncheon speaker was Newt Gingrich who did his Newt Gingrich act.  If you’ve never seen it – you should go to one of his lectures.  It’s very different from what you think it will be.

· Gingrich tried to tell the Republican Members not to fall into the trap of thinking like a Minority;  focusing on trying to, in effect, change a comma to a semicolon in a large bill and being satisfied – not in getting the comma changed – but in having put up a really good fight in defeat of the semicolon initiative.
· It is an easy trap to fall into – especially when you are in the Minority and don’t get to set the legislative agenda.

· About which, Newt urged the Republican Members to “create an alternative agenda every day.   Not a Republican or a Conservative alternative, but an American alternative.”

· Gingrich said having good ideas are not enough if they don’t lead to anything.  “People find ideas interesting,” he said.  “They find solutions useful.”

· When I have my turn this morning, I’m going to quote that other great American philosopher, the head coach of the Washington Redskins, Joe Gibbs who, after a dismal season, said to Washington Post sports columnist, Tom Boswell:
“You ask yourself: ‘How did I get here? How do I get back? And how do I learn from this?’ You have to face where you are. Don't be blind to the truth. Otherwise, you can't fix it.”

· Republicans got here by losing their sense of purpose which led to losing control of the Congress.  
· What this meeting is designed to do is, not so much getting the GOP Members to agree on what America should look like in 2020; but to get them thinking about what sort of America is worthwhile fighting for.

· That’s a lot bigger than commas and semicolons.
New Topic:

· Some of the discussion hear yesterday was about John Kerry’s rambling – nearly incomprehensible – speech from the Senate floor announcing he was not going to be a candidate for President in 2008.

· I was personally devastated.  I need to write three days a week and I was looking for Kerry to provide plenty of content.

· Mullpal and pollster Dave Winston suggested I write about Kerry just as if he were still in the race: “If John Kerry had been in Iowa today he would have …”

· Excellent idea.  Let’s all of us invent a Presidential candidate and run his or her campaign right here in Mullings.

· First assignment:  Male or female?

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-26-07.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the Wikipedia listing of all the current members of the US House and Senate; a Mullfoto out the back window of this hotel; and a Catchy Caption of the Day which will make some of you smile.
-- END --
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