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· Saturday’s election contests in South Carolina and Nevada provided enough ammunition for the National Punditry Class to chew on for the next10 days.
· Florida will hold its primary on January 29 in what the Washington Post’s Dan Balz calls “the first Republican primary closed to independent voters, who have provided [Sen. John] McCain with his margins of victory in both New Hampshire and South Carolina.”

· To review the bidding, McCain beat Mike Huckabee on Saturday in South Carolina by about 14,000 votes 33% - 30%.   Fred Thompson came in a distant third with about 16% of the vote. Romney with 15% came in fourth.  As you know I have been a paid advisor to the Thompson campaign.

· Huckabee the former Governor of a Southern state was counting on a win in South Carolina to offset third place finishes in both New Hampshire and Michigan.   Whether because of the snow in the Greenville-Spartanburg area or Thompson’s siphoning off nearly 70,000 votes it didn’t happen.

· McCain needed a win in SC to demonstrate that his strong win in New Hampshire was not just a one-off reprise of 2000.  That did happen.

· The general feeling of the national press corps which had descended on South Carolina was that Huckabee had made a strategic mistake in competing in Michigan which is Romney’s home state.  The chatter was that Huckabee believed Romney was in free fall (after coming in second in both Iowa and New Hampshire) and McCain (who had not competed strongly in Michigan) might split the moderate vote allowing Huckabee to buy a “surprise” second place finish on the cheap.

· Huckabee came in third at the cost of four days of campaigning which might have been put to better use in South Carolina.

· Romney bailed out of South Carolina after his Michigan win did not produce a bounce and took his effort to Nevada where he easily won the majority of delegates available as the result of the caucuses there.

· On the Democratic side (whose primary in SC will be held this coming Saturday) Hillary Clinton got credit for a win in Nevada by beating Barack Obama 5,355 to 4,773 – a margin of 582 votes.  However, because of the way the caucuses are constructed, Obama actually ended up with on more delegate than Clinton 13-12.  

· Obama’s campaign didn’t properly set up the press corps to report the delegate count rather than the popular vote, so Hillary will be remembered has having won the Nevada caucuses.

· Wins and losses in this game are more a measure of how a candidate does against what the press corps thought they were going to do, than the realities of the outcome.

· As I have described before, it is like corporate earnings reports on CNBC.  If a company posts a profit of $1.62 a share for the previous quarter they have clearly shown a profit.  If, however, “the Street” thought that company should have posted a profit of $1.64 a share, then it will be reported that the company had a bad quarter.

· Moving forward on the GOP side, Florida will be the first full test of the Rudy Giuliani campaign.  He stuck his toe into the chilly waters of both Iowa and New Hampshire, but his general strategy has been to make a splash in the warmer waves in Florida.
· McCain is fully engaged there as well, but it is not clear as to whether Huckabee, Romney or Thompson will compete in Florida.

· An excellent case can be made to allow McCain and Giuliani to duke it out in Florida there at the cost of millions of dollars (which might well bankrupt the loser) while the other campaigns look to Super Tuesday on February 5 and attempt to pick off potential wins among the two-score states which will be in play on that day.

SIDEBAR

I left Columbia, SC on a 7:45 AM flight to Atlanta, there to change planes for the Delta flight back to Washington DC scheduled to leave at 10:00 AM.

The morning temperature at ATL was 17 degrees.  We were told that the plane would be late leaving because the water tanks had frozen and needed to be thawed.  When that had been accomplished it was determined that the fuel lines had also frozen and needed to be thawed.

After that was done we were loaded only to find that the jet bridge had frozen to the side of the plane.  
I announced to my fellow travelers in the first class cabin that the flight would be delayed until (quoting myself) “global warming resumed.”

END SIDEBAR
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-21-08.htm”><b> Secret Decoder  Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the Dan Balz curtain-raiser for Florida and to the CNN.com election website.  Also a Mullfoto showing the latest fashion worn by the flight attendants on Atlantic Southeast Airlines and Catchy Caption of the Day.
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