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· Robert Browning wrote in his 1855 poem, Andrea del Sarto,  “Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, or what's a Heaven for?”

· Just when you think that George W. Bush has reached as far as an American President can reach, he reaches higher. And he calls upon his country in joining him in reaching out.

· During the Presidential campaign and in the months since, the President has suggested huge ideas in reforming Social Security, reforming the tax code, and reforming a big chunk of the judicial system.
· As audacious as those initiatives are, they are like kicking a can down the street compared to the challenge he laid down in his inaugural speech yesterday.

· President Bush challenged everyone on the single concept of human liberty.

We are led, by events and common sense, to one conclusion: The survival of liberty in our land increasingly depends on the success of liberty in other lands. The best hope for peace in our world is the expansion of freedom in all the world.
· For those who were looking for a litany of second-term legislative initiatives, they were disappointed.  For those who were looking for a defense of the War on Terror, they got it.

· In spades.

This is not primarily the task of arms, though we will defend ourselves and our friends by force of arms when necessary. Freedom, by its nature, must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained by the rule of law and the protection of minorities.

· The President’s 20-minute address called on every person, in every nation to either get on board history’s freedom train, or risk being run over by it.

The rulers of outlaw regimes can know that we still believe as Abraham Lincoln did: "Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves, and, under the rule of a just God, cannot long retain it." 
· He spoke to the young people of America, reminding them there is more to being an American than getting a good job and making a great deal of money.

I ask our youngest citizens to believe the evidence of your eyes. You have seen duty and allegiance in the determined faces of our soldiers… Make the choice to serve in a cause larger than your wants, larger than yourself -- and in your days you will add not just to the wealth of our country, but to its character. 
· The President spoke to his view of America’s place in the world; the responsibility we have as a nation blessed with power and wealth.  He reminded us that he will not shy away from our providing the leadership in the cause of freedom and liberty from which some of our so-called allies have shirked.

America's influence is not unlimited, but, fortunately for the oppressed, America's influence is considerable, and we will use it confidently in freedom's cause…We go forward with complete confidence in the eventual triumph of freedom.

· And President Bush reminded us that it is within each of us to move the cause of liberty forward and it is the responsibility of each of us to reach out the hand of service and love to those who have less or have lost more.
Our nation relies on men and women who look after a neighbor and surround the lost with love. Americans, at our best, value the life we see in one another, and must always remember that even the unwanted have worth… That edifice of character is built in families, supported by communities with standards, and sustained in our national life.
· President Bush issued a challenge which is nothing short of breathtaking in its scope.  America will pursue the cause of freedom and liberty everywhere for every person.  

America, in this young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world, and to all the inhabitants thereof. Renewed in our strength -- tested, but not weary -- we are ready for the greatest achievements in the history of freedom.
· President Bush, yesterday, challenged us to extend our reach to touch every person on our planet.  That.  That is what a heaven’s for.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-21-05.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the complete Browning poem and to the text of the President’s address.  Also an amusing Mullfoto.
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