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· For those of you who may have been off the grid over the weekend the big news was an item in a new book by Mullpal Mark Halperin and John Heilemann titled “<a href = “http://bit.ly/7cmVEj”> <b>Game Change</b></a>” in which Majority Leader Harry Reid was quoted as using inappropriate language when describing then-Senator Barack Obama.
· According to the reporting:

Reid said Obama could fare well nationally as an African-American candidate because he was “light-skinned” and didn’t speak with a “Negro dialect unless he wanted to have one.”

· Ok. The whole double standard thing was duly marinated over the weekend – if this had been an Republican would Al Sharpton have given him/her a pass as he did to Reid? And so on.

· Reid said what he said.  He will have to deal with that.  My points are a little different.

SIDEBAR:

I am off to Ukraine tomorrow; ah to be in Kiev now that January’s here.  They are having an election for President on January 17th  and I can’t pass up an opportunity to be where the temperature is going to be in single digits – Fahrenheit <I>or</I> Celsius – and watch the process.

I mention that because I tried to buy “Game Change” for my Kindle to read on one or more of the flights (DCA-ATL-CDG-KBP).  Alas, it is not available on Kindle only in hard copy and I am desperately trying not to have to check a bag so I will wait until I get back.

END SIDEBAR

· First, for the 653 of you who follow me on Twitter, you saw this yesterday.  For the other 38,084 of you, I noted that President Obama issued a statement forgiving Harry Reid before the ink had even dried on the pages of the book.  Yet it took him three days to figure out what to say about the guy who tried to blow up that plane on Christmas Day.

· Second, according to the reporting, Reid made those statements to reporters.

· Whoa!  Check, please!

· To a group of reporters?  None of whom thought this was newsworthy?  For whom did those reporters write, “My Weekly Reader”?  If not evidence of a double standard, then it is certainly evidence of journalistic incompetence.  
· Third, Harry Reid is a Mormon, which has not been noted in any of the reporting I’ve looked at in between plays in the NFL playoffs. 
· I don’t care a whit about that, but you might remember that being a Mormon was a pretty big deal when reporters were writing about Mitt Romney in 2008.
· It turns out that the Church of Latter Day Saints was a little behind the political correctness curve when it came to race relations in that it wasn’t until 1978 that Blacks  were given full membership rights.
· If Romney had used the phrases “light-skinned” and “Negro dialect” his religion and his religion’s history in this matter would have been noted high up in every story.

· Turning to a real issue, the unemployment figure came out Friday and the economy lost another 85,000 jobs, but the unemployment rate stayed at 10 percent.

· The rate of job-shedding has slowed and that has been celebrated by the Obama’s spokespeople as further evidence of the wonderful whiz of a Wiz he is, if ever a Wiz there was.
· According to a Bloomberg piece by Bob Willis and Courtney Schlisserman:
“About 1.7 million Americans opted out of the workforce from July through December, representing a 1.1 percent drop that marks the biggest six-month decrease since 1961.”

· Moreover, if we count workers who have taken part-time jobs but want full-time employment, and add them to the discouraged workers we get a real unemployment rate of 17.3 percent.
· That is the number we should be talking about, and it IS the number we would be talking about if this were a Republican Administration.
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· Another example of a 

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-11-10.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:   The Amazon link for the “Game Change” book – as well as a link to an odd pricing structure.  Also a site which explains the LDS/Black history from the Mormon point of view and a link to the Bloomberg article.
The Mullfoto is a vidcap from Comcast of an amusing show description and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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