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· At approximately noon on Tuesday January 6, 2015 the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate will bang their gavels calling their respective Chambers to order and, for the 114th time since 1789, a new United States Congress will begin.

· Amendment XX, Section 2 to the U.S. Constitution reads:
“The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.”

· This Amendment fixed a Constitutional anomaly (Article I, Section 4, Clause 2) that held:

“The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.”
· The issue was, the “first Monday in December” was not a month after November elections, but a year and a month after November elections.  

· Talk about’cher Lame Ducks.

· In practice, the Congress had long adopted March 4 as the beginning of Congressional activities as well as the beginning of the date of Presidential inaugurations, thus the lame duck period from election day to swearing-in day was four months.
· You can imagine the mischief that the Congress might get into when control of one or both chambers changed hands and the old leadership have four full months to stack the deck before they had to leave the bridge.

· The 20th Amendment officially fixes noon on January 20th following an election as the beginning (and ending) of Presidential terms.

· The last President to be inaugurated on March 4 was Franklin Roosevelt in 1933.

· The House will do some housekeeping, swear in all the Members, and elect a Speaker.
SIDEBAR

Article I, Section 2, clause 5 states: “The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers;”

As we are reminded every two years, there is nothing in the Constitution that requires the Speaker to be a Member of the House, but it has always been thus.  

The “other officers”  - Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Chaplain, etc. – are not Members.

END SIDEBAR
· The vote for Speaker is one of the few in which each Member must respond to his or her name and call out their choice.
· Republicans start the 114th Congress with 246 Members.  Not all of them will vote for John Boehner (R-Oh) to be re-elected Speaker, but it is not at all likely that more than 28 will decline to allow Boehner to continue leading the House. 

· Democrats in the House will largely (but not unanimously) vote for Nancy Pelosi to be Speaker but she won’t win, so she will smile bravely as she hands a ceremonial gavel to Boehner (who, by this time, will be sobbing like he’s been watching a cute cat video). 
· Over in the Senate about a third of the Members will be sworn in – only those newly- or re- elected.  The rest are holdovers who do not have to renew their vows.

· They, too, will do housekeeping including adopting rules and resolutions which will include naming Mitch McConnell (R-Ky) as Majority Leader – a post that has no Constitutional significance – and will also elect a President Pro-Tempore, a post that does.

· The Vice President of the United States, under the rules of Article I, Section 3: "shall be President of the Senate &#133;” The Veep is already first in line of succession to the crown if the Presidency becomes vacant, but the President Pro-Tempore is third, behind the aforementioned Speaker of the House.

· That first Congress (meeting first in New York then in Philadelphia) was pretty active.  Among other things it adopted the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution which we now call “The Bill of Rights” but also, according to the House’ own history:
“started filling out the U.S. Constitution’s skeletal framework by addressing concerns raised during ratification and by creating the federal architecture—a revenue system, the first executive departments, and the judiciary. Congress also assumed state Revolutionary War debts and decided the location of the future capital.’
· Not bad, right out of the box.

· The 114th Congress will have its hands full as well – something we will doubtless be discussing with some regularity over the next two years.

· Obamacare, the tax code, immigration, telecommunications, the “Three E’s” – environment, energy & education – not to mention appropriations and budget issues among many others.
· What we don’t know is whether the 114th Congress will be like the 1st:  tackling and voting on difficult and far-reaching issues or, as Shakespeare might have said, be two years “full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
· What we <i>do</i> know is that twice a week, in Mullings, it will be “a tale told by an idiot.”
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-05-15.htm”> <b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today: Wikipedia link to the 20th Amendment, the Library of Congress’ discussion of Presidential succession, the definition of Pro Tempore, and the answer to the question: What was the first law ever passed by Congress?
Also, a Mullfoto that explains a lot about me.
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