 


Mullings


Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider


From:	Rich Galen


To:	Usual Suspects


Re:	Blame it on Someone Who Quit.


Date:	Monday November 23, 1998


Listening to the GOP Governors meeting last week in New Orleans you can draw this conclusion:  The main message of the election is the age of soaring rhetoric and brilliant visions is – at least temporarily – over.  That the electorate has said, in effect, you want to do brilliant vision, you do that on your own time.   We’re interested in competence.


At the local level, in Washington, DC the voters elected as their new Mayor Anthony Williams who got the bills paid for the city and will endeavor to get the streets paved and the schools repaired.


In the states, the GOP Governors won victories by huge margins largely on the basis of cutting the cost of government, getting people off welfare and into the workforce; and improving education.


At the U.S. Capitol the GOP elected a leadership team which is not, and does not pretend to be the keepers of the vision for the conservative movement, but will attempt to get a budget resolution passed, get appropriations bills out in a timely manner; and, as Bob Livingston said yesterday, get taxes cut and social security on a firm footing.  We’ll take that and run successfully in 2000.


The Governors and the Republican National Committee members who met on Saturday – after the official end of the RGA meeting – were unanimous on one point:  It was all Newt’s fault.  This is in line with the organizational theory which reads in full:  Blame it on Someone Who Quit.  Newt gave every person in that room political cover.  He drew fire away from all of them and allowed them to define their position as being four degrees to the left, or seven degrees to the right of  Newt.  Without him, the spotlight might get very hot and very bright on some of them.


Does all this mean Newt Gingrich is yesterday?  No.  Someone has to keep the vision alive.  Someone has to speak for the America that can be.  An unfettered Newt is exactly the right person to do that.  That does not mean Newt will be the spokesman for the Republican party.  It means he will be the spokesman for the future.  George W. Bush, at his joint press conference with his brother Jeb, praised Newt which was a classy thing to do, especially in that environment.


Saddam Hussein went one week before he ignored the promises he made to Bill Clinton who then put the planes in reverse.  Let’s watch Bill Clinton feign anger at Saddam for publicly lying.


The Iraqi press has learned something else from the Clinton White House.  Rather than addressing the nature of the document request, they are attacking the motives and character of UNSCOM executive director Richard Butler.  Sound familiar?


Speaking of the Ken Starr testimony, how pitiful is the White House when the best they can do is take pleasure in the resignation of Sam Dash over Starr’s testimony?  Let’s count how many White House employees, officials, or Cabinet members have resigned over the President’s lying?  That would be none.  Remember that Cabinet meeting early this year, when the President called them in to tell them the stories about Monica were not true?  Remember when they came out and said they believed him?  Well?
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