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· One of the really nice things about doing what I do for as long as I’ve done it, is watching the growth and success of people I first met years ago. 

· Fred Upton is the Congressman from the sixth district of Michigan which is in the southwest corner of Michigan running along the Indiana border, then north along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan.  He was first elected in 1986 at the age of 33.   
· To a great degree Congressman Upton has come of age in the U.S. House of Representatives.

· If you haven’t heard of him, that is no surprise.  He is typical of the vast majority of Members of the U.S. House – comes to work every day (he has rarely missed a vote), pays close attention to his constituents (he signs most letters personally), knows a lot about what goes on in the committees on which he serves especially Energy and Commerce (he is a noted opponent of “net neutrality” rules),  but doesn’t spend a great deal of time and effort getting on Sunday shows, or in shouting matches on cable news channels.

· A decent guy, he is adored by his constituents, having won with 62 percent of the vote earlier this month, and well respected by his colleagues as he is likely to be named Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee by the House GOP leadership.

· I am focusing on Fred Upton because he is very much like most of the men and women in Congress who do, as it is called, the heavy lifting, day in and day out.
· One of the great dangers that Speaker-to-be John Boehner has to avoid is internecine fighting among the 240+ members of the GOP Conference in the House.
· As part of the reforms instituted by Newt Gingrich and his mates taking control of the House in 1995 a term-limit rule was imposed on committee chairs.   The thinking was (and is) that being in charge of your side of the aisle for six years is enough, and someone else should have a shot after that.
· The issue arises when, as in the case of the Energy & Commerce Committee, Texan Joe Barton had the chairman’s gavel for two years and then had to serve his next four years in the demi-dungeon of ranking member – the head of the minority members of the panel.

· Barton, whom I like and admire, is attempting to convince the leadership that he hasn’t had a fair shot because being ranking member isn’t the same as being chairman.

· That’s true, but in my estimation, you’ve still been senior Republican and it’s time to let someone else move in.

· I’m confident that Fred Upton will be the new chair of the Energy & Commerce Committee.  He’s waited patiently, worked hard, and deserves the gavel.

Next Topic

· On September 20, I wrote about Sen. Lisa Murkowski’s bid to hold onto her seat after she lost the primary to tea party (and Sarah Palin) backed attorney Joe Miller.  

I don't know if Murkowski can beat Miller, but I do know that a state which should have been off the boards for the Republicans in 2010 is now in jeopardy because she couldn't take "no" for an answer.

· Murkowski mounted a write-in campaign which she won, thus holding onto that seat for the GOP.

· I was wrong.  Again.

Last Topic

· I was reading a review in the Washington Post of the next-to-last Harry Potter movie which opens this afternoon in the U.S. 

· The writer, Ann Hornaday, used the word, “elegiac:” 

With its gray palette and elegiac tone, this penultimate offering is just right for what it is: the beginning of the end.”

· I didn’t recognize elegiac, so I looked it up.  Wanna see the definition?  This is from the Merriam-Webster Third Unabridged:
Consisting of two dactylic hexameter lines the second of which is often felt to be pentameter and is made up of two hemistichs each containing two dactyls and a long syllable : consisting of two dactylic hexameter lines the second of which has the short elements omitted in the third and sixth feet -- usually used of classical Greek couplet

· What <i>I</i> said …
· Have a good weekend.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_11-19-10.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  Links to Fred Upton’s Congressional webpage, the WashPost review of Harry Potter, and the NY Times analysis of the Lisa Murkowski campaign.
Also a Mullfoto of the log-in screen for the in-the-air internet service and a disturbing Catchy Caption of the Day.
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