Mullings

An American Cyber-Column

Ask Me No Questions …
Monday, November 12, 2007
Subscription Renewal is STILL Going On!
November is MULLINGS <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/fall07_subs.htm”><b>Subscription Renewal Month</b></a>.

You would think that with the Federal government spending $1.3 Ga-jillion dollars on all sorts of things, that one Member of the House or Senate would see fit to insert an EARMARK into an Appropriations Bill saying approximately the following:

The General Services Administration (GSA) is directed to purchase a subscription to MULLINGS for every civilian employee of the Federal Government a the bargain-basement prices of $30 per employee. 

But, nooooooo.  
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics there are just under 2 million civilian federal employees (not including the Postal Service).  That one teenie tiny EARMARK would let the rest of you off the hook until the year 2527 when, one assumes,  Zager and Evans would pick up the slack.
 Seriously, please take a moment and go to the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/fall07_subs.htm”> <b>Subscription Renewal Page</b></a> while I decide what I’m going to write about.  You won’t miss a thing, but you will help keep MULLINGS strong and independent.

-----

From Ottumwa, Iowa
(Home of Walter O’Reilly)
· One of the staples of campaigning in the “early states” is the tradition of candidates delivering remarks, and then taking questions from the audience.
· In Newton, Iowa, the other day.  Senator Hillary Clinton was doing just that.  She made her remarks at a biodiesel plant and then asked for questions.

· She called on a student from Grinnell University who asked her about global warming.  Clinton warming to the subject, launched into her standard I’m-Greener-Than-Al-Gore riff.

· Trouble is, the student reported to her university newspaper that a Clinton staffer had provided her with the question and then placed her in a position where Mrs. Clinton was likely to call on her.

· Which, I’m surprised to report, Clinton did.

· The Clinton campaign said “It’s not a practice of our campaign to ask people to ask specific questions,” which is a standard Clintonian non-denial-denial.

· Later, of course, the campaign had to ‘fess up because the Grinnell student had spilled the beans. 

· Fox News’ Major Garrett called upon the John Edwards campaign to get its reaction to Plant-Gate.  Edwards’ communications director said:
“In light of a weak debate performance, not to mention a persistent inability to answer the tough questions, it appears the Clinton campaign has adopted a new strategy of planting questions.

“It’s what the Clinton campaign calls the politics of planting.”

· Which is a pretty good line.

· To show how closely Iowans pay attention to this stuff, it was mentioned at both campaign stops last night.  A man prefaced a question about education policy by saying the Thompson campaign had not planted it.  And at the second stop, the woman who acted as MC asked for “non-planted questions” at the appropriate point in the program.

· Hearty laughs all around.

SIDEBAR

The other day I was did a segment on the Fox radio program “Brian and the Judge.”  I was asked why I thought professional conservative Paul Weyrich had endorsed Rudy Giuliani.

I paused and said, “Global Warming.”

Hearty laughs all around.

END SIDEBAR

· While candidates planting their own questions with their own questioners is looked down upon, we had an occasion last week in New Hampshire when a questioner pointed out that Fred Thompson had once been a lobbyist and asked if he was still registered as a lobbyist in Washington, DC.

· Thompson responded, “No one’s offered me any work in that area, so the answer is no.”

· Then last night another plant, reading from a piece of paper, said that he was going to join the Peace Corps after college and wanted to know Thompson’s position on AIDS in Africa.

· Thompson answered and then thanked the student for his “spontaneous question.”

· Hearty laughs all around.

· We assume those questioners – each of whom had planted himself in a front-row seat – had been sent by one of our rival campaigns.

· The most egregious effort to plant questions was accomplished by our friends at FEMA a couple of weeks ago.  
· In an effort to get information out about what the agency was doing during the wildfires in California these geniuses held a “press conference” using its own employees to pose as reporters and ask pre-determined questions while real reporters listened in on a conference call.
· FEMA.  

· Hearty laughs all around.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_11-12-07.htm”><b> Secret Decoder  Ring</b></a> page today:   Links to all the stories above, plus a Mullfoto from the Mt. Pleasant, Iowa event featuring a MULLINGS reader, and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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