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<P>This is the LAST DAY for the <b>2016 Mullings Subscription Drive</b>.  Join me as we watch and comment on the Age of Trump – who will be in the President-elect’s new administration?  Who will be left out?  How will he get along with Congress?  Will Democrats accept Donald Trump?

<P><b>Here’s the Pitch</b> Mullings and The Lad’s “Singularity” columns will continue unabated (although I have though seriously about changing Mullings to a gardening column after Tuesday), and we still need your support.

<P>If you can’t for whatever reason, please keep reading anyway. 
<blockquote>If you can, please do one of the following:  Go to 

<a href = "https://secure.campaignsolutions.com/Mullings/donation1/?initiativekey=T30S2ND8GQKC"><b>HERE</b></a> and subscribe using a credit card.

<P>Or, to subscribe using PayPal click here:

<br><form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="7VEBMS6NFTL7Q">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_subscribe_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!">

</blockquote>
<p><LI>If those choices make you nervous, you can send a check to:

<blockquote>Mullings

<br>PO Box 320123

<br>Alexandria, VA 22320</blockquote>
<p>Thank you, 

<br>Rich
<P><center>-----</center>
· You were right.  I was wrong.

· Not only was I wrong, but I compounded the felony by being smug.   Smug?  If they ever added an 8th deadly sin to : Lust, Gluttony, Greed, Sloth, Wrath, Envy, and Pride.
· It would be Smug.
· You told me I didn’t understand what was going on in the country because I lived inside the Beltway.
· I responded:  I <i>know</i>I live inside the Beltway.  I can see the Beltway from my back deck and I know I live inside of it.
· Smug SOB.
· I knew Hillary Clinton was going to win because everyone I worked with, had drinks with, had lunch with, or stood in line at Starbucks with told me they were not voting for Trump.
· How could all those people be wrong?
SIDEBAR
There was one person.  Mary Matalin bet me $100 on the night before the first letter from FBI Director James Comey that Trump would win.  The next afternoon, after his letter was made public I emailed Mary and said I needed odds.
I’ll send her the money today.

END SIDEBAR
· As you know, I didn’t vote for either Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton.  I don’t regret that decision, but my first indication that something was going very, very wrong was when the networks didn’t “call” Virginia a few minutes after the polls closed at 7:00 PM.
· If Clinton’s lead in the exit polls were reflective of the pre-election polling, it should have been one of those instantaneous calls.  It wasn’t.  

· “Don’t worry your pretty little head about it,”  I told myself.  The heavily Democratic areas in Northern Virginia always report last.    I can’t remember now whether they called Virginia for Clinton before or after they called the Congressional race for Rep. Barbara Comstock first, but it took too, too long.

· “Trump can’t win,” I confidently told a group of visiting businessmen and women from The Netherlands at an afternoon briefing.  Pointing to a map of the US I drew my finger up the East Coast saying he had to “run the table” from Florida to Pennsylvania, then across Ohio, then pick off at least one state in the upper Midwest.
· Smug know-it-all.   That’s exactly what happened.

· Not only did Donald Trump go to bed as President-elect, but Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky) woke up this morning with the GOP still in charge of the U.S. Senate.
· Hillary Clinton went to dinner thinking about how she would rearrange the furniture in the Oval Office, and woke up thinking about new drapes at her Clinton Foundation office.
· Down ballot?  Republicans picked up Governors seats in Missouri, New Hampshire and Vermont bringing their total up to 34 out of 50 (tying their historical high in 1922) with two more too close to call.
· In the U.S. House, Republicans (as of this writing on Wednesday morning) lost 10 seats – the absolute lower end of expectations, but still have a comfortable majority with 236 Members.  There are nine seats still undecided.
· You may remember that I quoted Washington Post reporter Karen Tumulty several times this cycle as having said after the 2016 Mid-Terms “We’re about to find out whether this is a new Democratic coalition, or an Obama coalition.”
· We found out.  Obama has no coattails. He doesn’t even have a hanging thread for Democrats to grasp at in desperation.
· So, Donald John Trump will be our next President.   Just as you kept trying to tell me. But like the rest of my smug-inside-the-beltway-seen-it-all-done-all crowd, I wouldn’t listen.
· I have one word for President-elect Trump.

· Godspeed.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_11-09-16.htm”> <b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> Page today:  Links to the CNN.com results page and to the Seven Deadly Sins.
The Mullfoto is from my polling place yesterday morning.
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