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· A study in the UK has absolved individuals for being fat by concluding, “in the largest ever UK study into obesity, backed by government and compiled by 250 experts, said excess weight was now the norm in our ‘obesogenic’ society.”
· The study also said that “dramatic and comprehensive action was required to stop the majority of [UK citizens] becoming obese by 2050.”
· Assuming people in the United Kingdom are not any more prone to obesity nor any less capable of controlling their eating habits than the rest of us, I do believe I see a big fat path to my own Al-Gore-Style Nobel Prize.
· First we have to get the popular press to buy into the notion that being chubby is not any individual person’s fault – it is the fault of society.

· If we get that done, then it will be a simple step to get the French and the United Nations to blame the United States for contributing much more adipose to the world’s supply than our population numbers would suggest we should.

· Next we should convene an international conference – say in Lodz, Poland – to hammer out a treaty in which each country would sign up for a set number of kilograms per capita to be lost over the next 175 years.  

· Poles, generally, are known for their high regard for the trim torso, and Lodz – which, if we pronounce it “loads” actually makes some sense.
· India and China would, of course, be exempt because … I forget why, but they’re exempted from all the other bad behavior in the world – nuclear proliferation, smog, basic human rights (especially among women), currency manipulation – so we should exempt them from this as well.
· Oh. A color.  We’ll need a stout color.  Green is, of course, already taken by the environmentalistas so we need something else.  What color screams “THIN!?”  

· Can’t be white or black.  “Let’s all try to be more white (or black) has certain heavy overtones which should be fairly obvious to all.

· Stripes.  Vertical stripes.  You can have any combination of colors you like so long as they are combined into vertical stripes.
· “Let’s all try to be more striped” is a big idea.

· We’ll need a weighty slide show.  I know how to use Powerpoint up to a point but we need a thick stack of those babies to bore the oversized pants off audiences.

· We’ll need all sorts of charts and graphs which prove that the girth of the human population is growing to gut-busting proportions.

· If we can get the presentation trimmed down to, oh, an hour forty, we can film me doing it and submit it for consideration for an Academy Award.
[Note:  Insert appropriate Turkey, Greece and Hungary jokes here]

· Another huge plus would be to publish a book:  “An Inconvenient Tooth” explaining in excruciating detail what is involved in the whole overeating phenomenon and how we must change it before we are all necessarily buried in piano cases.
· I will give speeches on the rubber boneless, skinless chicken breast circuit.  My ample speaking fee would be shared with worthy international anti-plump societies to do good works among their spreading populations.
· The crowning glory would be the Nobel.  Even I am not so vain as to suggest I would win a Nobel Peace Prize for my anti-fat crusade.

· I would certainly settle for a Nobel Pie Piece.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-17-07.htm”><b> Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the BBC story about national obesity, how many pounds in a kilogram, a subject-matter-appropriate Mullfoto and a Catchy Caption of the Day
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