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NOTE:  The  Fall Subscription Drive is underway!  If you didn’t participate last winter, this is your chance! Your paid subscription makes Mullings possible.  Go here:  http://www.mullings.com/fall02_subs.htm to read all about it.
· Here was the actual weather forecast for Martha’s Vineyard (or, as we regulars like to refer to it:  The Vineyard) from this last weekend:  

-- Typhoon John Quincy Adams will blow ashore just as your nine passenger plane is attempting to land, with Skippy-the-Pilot at the controls.

-- Your luggage, like your stomach,  will not arrive with you.  

-- Faye, the gate agent, cannot – or will not – tell you when your luggage and your various body parts might be reunited.
-- The rental car, a Kia – a KIA! – will cost 80 dollars per day which is because, you will be told by the Are-Actors-Hired-To-Do-These-Jobs-Or-Are-They-Really-Like-This rental car guy, “We’re still on summer rates.”
-- You will ask when winter rates kick in.  
-- The guy will stare at you like you are from Alexandria, Virginia or someplace equally strange and say, with no sense of humor, “In the winter.”

-- You will pay at least 50 percent more for everything because, you will be told,  everything needs to be shipped in.

-- You will point out that, for instance, Maxwell House coffee is not shipped in directly from Sumatra but via a 30 minute ferry ride.

-- The kid behind the counter (who is a Car-Rental-Person-In-Training) will stare at you like you are from Alexandria, Virginia or someplace equally strange and say, with no sense of humor ... nothing.

-- You will attend your nephew’s wedding where, having been reminded by the Mullings Director of Standards & Practices that you made your entire family schlep all the way to Marietta, Ohio for YOUR wedding exactly 30 years ago this very day, you will act nicely.

-- Then you will go home.
· On the Iraqi Resolution:  The Dems who opposed the Resolution, especially in the House, were complaining that the resolution vote was being used as a political tool – by other Democrats!

· The passage of the Joint Resolution exposed the vastly expanded, vastly acrimonious, vastly under reported split between the two most senior Democratic leaders in the House.

· Dick Gephardt, the House Democratic Leader, urged support for the resolution and the President’s position.  Nancy Pelosi, the House Democratic Whip, opposed the resolution and got 126 Democrats to go with her.

· Over in the Senate, the Byrd Wing of the Democratic caucus was seriously diminished by the defections of Tom Daschle and Hillary Rodham Clinton Rodham who both voted FOR the resolution.
· Lost in all this is once again, President Bush through public pronouncements and private meetings, got what he wanted: Large majorities in both Houses of Congress granting him wide-ranging authority to use force in Iraq. 
· The votes – especially the votes of the Democratic leaders and potential Presidential candidates – will not be lost on the United Nations Security Council.
· The Washington, DC area news media found themselves in a quandary last week when one TV station went with the story – which was true – that a Tarot card had been found at the site of one of the sniper murders.
· Montgomery County, MD police chief Charles Moose, issued a blistering denunciation saying that if the people of the area wanted the news media to work this case, the police agencies would move onto something else.

· Chief Moose apologized later, but the central question remains and will be visited again with impending military activity in and around Iraq:  If a medium has a piece of information, what, if any, responsibility does it have to decide whether to share that with its readers, listeners, or viewers?
· This is why Defense Secretary Rumsfeld feels perfectly confident in only sharing that information the Government feels is safe to release.  It takes the pressure off the media.

· At a recent Pentagon briefing, a reporter was complaining that the Pentagon, as the only source of information, ran counter to standard journalistic practice of getting at least two sources.

· Rumsfeld gave the reporter one of those looks, smiled, and said, “Then don’t write the story.”

· On the Secret Decoder Ring  page today:  How Martha’s Vineyard got it’s name, how the UN Security Council works, which Democratic Senators voted for the Iraq Resolution, and another Mullfoto of the Day!  http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-14-02.htm
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