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· In case you were absent yesterday, this is October and thus the annual MULLINGS subscription Drive is up and running.
· The $30 annual fee is totally voluntary.  You get to read MULLINGS twice a week whether you pay it or not.  But, if you do then you make it easier to get on an airplane, check into a hotel room, rent a car, and report from the places I write from.

· If you never have, I would really appreciate your thinking about doing it this year.  If you are a regular subscriber, thank you and please continue to support MULLINGS.

· Here’s how to do it:

<blockquote>You can go <a href = “https://secure.donationreport.com/donate.html?key=KXVT725YHMCA”><b>HERE</b></a> and subscribe using a credit card.

<P>Or, to subscribe using PayPal click here:

<br><form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="7VEBMS6NFTL7Q">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_subscribe_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!">

<p>If those choices make you nervous, you can send a check to:

<blockquote>Mullings

<br>PO Box 320123

<br>Alexandria, VA 22320</blockquote></blockquote>

· Thank you.

<P><center>-----</center>
· The United States Secret Service (USSS) is in a slump.
· The Secret Service used to be part of the Treasury Department.  That was because, when the Service was established in 1865, “one-third to one-half” of all currency in circulation in the United States was counterfeit.  What with this being just three months after the end of the Civil War, and all,  the Secret Service’s job was to put a stop to that.

· Presidential protection began as an “informal” part of the Service’s duties in 1894 in President Grover Cleveland’s second (and, as you remember, non-consecutive) term.  
· The Secret Service got into the Presidential Protection business in earnest after the assassination of President William McKinley, when it assumed full-time responsibility for Presidential protection by assigning two (2) agents to watch over the 42-year-old Theodore Roosevelt who had been McKinley’s Vice President.

· In 1922, President Warren Harding asked that a special force – the White House Police Force – be created to protect the Executive Mansion.  That force was folded into the USSS and in 1970 was renamed the Executive Protective Service.  Seven years later it was renamed, again, to its current Uniformed Division of the Secret Service.
· In March, 2003 the USSS was officially transferred from the Treasury Department to the newly created Department of Homeland Security.  Although the new Department didn’t have much to do with Presidential protection or counterfeiting, it did get responsibility for cyber-crimes which had been put into the USSS’ portfolio as part of the U.S. Patriot Act in 2001.
· The Secret Service is currently under enormous pressure – and rightly so.  For my entire life the Service has been a highly respected corps of trained investigators and admired – revered, even – protectors of Presidents and their families.

· Now there seems to be a daily torrent of articles detailing dangerous – potentially deadly – mistakes.
· If I were the President here’s what I’d do.  Today.

· I would tape a video message for every one of the “3,200 special agents, 1,300 Uniformed Division officers, and more than 2,000 other technical, professional and administrative support personnel.”
· Here’s what such a message might say:
Thank you for agreeing to spend a few minutes with me today.   At the top, I want to assure each and every one of you that Michelle and I, over the past seven years, have come to not just appreciate, but to stand in awe of, the dedication, the professionalism, and the loyalty that you show on behalf of our family and on behalf of our nation every minute of every day.

I wanted to talk to you today to make certain that you understand that even the best hitters on the best teams sometimes get into a slump.  That doesn't make them any less accomplished a hitter, nor their team any less fearful an opponent.  You and I have read, since we were small children, that when you are in a slump you just have to keep grinding:  Show up for work every day, get a good look at the ball, and work your way through it.
Michelle, our children, and I know how hard being on a protective detail can be on you and YOUR families.  Do not think for one second that we take you - or them - for granted. 
The current theory is that moving the Secret Service from Treasury to DHS is responsible for this slump.   I don't know if that's correct or not, but I have appointed a committee of Cabinet Department Secretaries:

-- Secretary Lew at Treasury, 

-- Attorney General Holder at Justice, 

-- Secretary Johnson at DHS and 

-- Secretary Hagel at Defense  

As he has already announced his impending retirement, I have asked the Attorney General to chair this committee.

The committee will convene immediately and report back to me within 30 days with their recommendation(s) as to what I can do, as the head of the Executive Branch, to make your job more precise; your role more focused; your home life more stable.

The Secret Service has a long and proud tradition of being among the most elite law enforcement units on the planet.  That still is, and will continue to be, the case.

The Secret Service is still a fearful team of accomplished hitters and I am asking you - on behalf of every American - to keep grinding.

Thank you and stay safe.

· “Keep grinding.”  Good advice for all of us.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-02-14.htm” <b> Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the history of the USSS and to the Washington Post’s look back at Secret Service issues since 2009.
Also a Mullfoto that might get me on the “No Fly” list.

-- END --

