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· Here’s the mistake the McCain campaign made last week in the run-up to the first debate between the Presidential candidates.  It allowed the Obama campaign to set the bar for McCain.
· Things like:  “McCain has to have a game-changing debate.”  And “McCain needs a knockout punch.”  And like that.  If the McCain campaign had a counter to that it was lost in the tornado which blew through political landscape which was the Hank Paulson bail-out package.

· So, what happened was the press reported what the Obama campaign was saying.  And, hearing nothing from the McCain campaign the press began to believe what the Obama campaign was saying because – they were reporting it.

· See how this works?  A campaign says something.  The press reports it.  Then, because the press is reporting it, the press believes whatever the campaign is saying must be true.  
· It is the only successful closed system of garbage recycling ever developed by man.
· When the debate was over, a large proportion of the press – especially the post-debate analysts – said that McCain hadn’t met the test which they had set for him and thus had lost the debate.  After 72 hours of hearing, seeing, and reading that McCain hadn’t met the test the press (through the Obama campaign) hadn’t set for him, the general public agreed that McCain had lost the debate.
· Now we come to the debate between the Vice Presidential candidates.  On the bar-setting scale, Governor Palin’s success bar is so low, she has to dive into the deep end of the pool just to get under it.

· Between the Charlie Gibson and the Katie Couric interviews plus the Tina Fey dead-on impersonations on Saturday Night Live, not much is expected of Gov. Palin on Thursday night. 
· Of Joe Biden, on the other hand, much is expected.  The over-under on stupid things that will come out of his mouth in the 90-minute debate is currently at three-and-a-half.

· How many people in the room were Dan Quayle’s press secretary?  Oh, only me?  Well, how about that?

· In the infamous debate between Quayle and Lloyd Bentsen the early returns from reporters in the hall were that Quayle had done well enough – even given the “you, Senator, are no Jack Kennedy” crack.

· The TV audience saw a completely different debate than those in the hall and the snap polls had Quayle losing badly and, by the next morning, had the George H.W. Bush staff in a full, ears-back panic.

· In spite of that, it is useful to remember that Vice President Bush became President Bush and Senator Quayle because Vice President Quayle.

· It would be a mistake for Sarah Palin to try and match up with Joe Biden on depth of knowledge.  She can’t have learned enough to do that.  All she needs to do is to present herself as a competent, likeable, generally knowledgeable adult person who doesn’t scare the audience by trying too hard and falling short.

· Biden has to take whatever medication he needs to take to keep himself from being too clever, too smart, too loquacious, and/or too patronizing (how’s that for a 1970’s word?) toward Palin.  
· We KNOW Biden knows a lot.  People aren’t going to vote for Obama because Biden knows more the names of more deputy prime ministers of Europe than Palin.
· It would be good for Palin to exceed the soft bigotry of even the low expectations which have been laid upon her.
· The McCain campaign is in a slump and while it is better to be in a slump the last week of September than the last week of October, it is better yet to start putting the bat on the ball with some regularity.

· I would like nothing better than for Sarah to emerge from Thursday’s debate being proclaimed the winner by everyone but Joe Biden.

· Take THAT Tina.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_10-01-08.htm”><b> Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:   A link to the source of today’s “I’ll Wait” lyrics, as well as 27 more links to the Subscription Page; also a sort of scary Mullfoto and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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