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· Janet Reno announced she is running for Governor of Florida and Phil Gramm announced he was not running for re-election for Senator from Texas.

· These are two public servants who could not be more different.

· I did Paula Zahn’s show on Fox last night and noted that Ms. Reno is not running for an open seat.  She is running against a very successful incumbent Governor who has increased funding for education; has increased services for the disabled; has overseen a sharp decrease in violent crime (Miami Vice could not have been shot now); and, AND fixed the election problems.

· The Democrats are back in their very successful Campaign for Revenge mode.

· Remember when they said were going to target each and every Impeachment Manager and they were going to defeat each and every one of them.

· Here’s what happened:  Only one manager who ran for re-election to the House was defeated – and political pros admit it had to do with a changed district not the Impeachment; and TWO managers ran unopposed!

· So, if Democrats in Los Angeles and New York want to raise money for Janet Reno to avenge the Florida recount – have at it.  Floridians don’t care.
· Jeb Bush has a 15-point lead on Ms. Reno and his office told Mullings yesterday they would probably not start campaigning in any meaningful way until at least the end of this year.  Governor Bush will not run his campaign on Janet Reno’s schedule.

· Here’s the Democrats’ Dilemma:  The party power structure in Washington knows Reno is a weak candidate against Bush, but they can’t get caught trying to derail her campaign. 
· Excellent.
· First prediction of the 2002 elections:  Washington Post Headine: “Jeb Bush re-elected by surprisingly large margin.”

· Phil Gramm.  Everyone knows that when Gramm decided to move from the Democratic side of the U.S. House to the Republican side he didn’t just walk across the aisle, he resigned from the House.  A special election was called to fill his now-vacated seat.  Gramm ran for that seat as a Republican.  And won.
· Everyone knows that story, but here’s another one which is not as well known:

· Legislation to re-authorize the United States’ participation in the International Monetary Fund was on the floor for consideration.  This was way, way back in the early 80’s when the Democrats not only controlled the House but controlled it by an astounding margin of about 85 seats.

· Ok.  So the IMF bill is up for re-authorization and it contains language  which outlawed loans to any country which practiced Apartheid saying Apartheid interfered with the free movement of labor, and a bunch of other things.

· It was clearly designed to prohibit loans to one country: South Africa.

· All the Members of the Banking Committee were for the bill.  The Reagan Administration was for it.  Everyone was for it.  Except Phil Gramm.

· Gramm actually read the bill, and offered an amendment which added the words, “or Communism” in every instance where the word “Apartheid” appeared. 

· The logic was flawless.  All of the reasons given to identify the evils of Apartheid worked perfectly well to identify the defects in Communist economies.
· The amendment was adopted, and the bill, as I remember, was yanked from the floor.
· As the Public Affairs Director of the National Republican Congressional Committee I seized on this vote and sent a press release into the district of every Democratic Congressman who voted against the amendment with a headline saying “So-and-So Votes to Lend American Tax Dollars to Communists” or words to a like effect.

· The Republicans on the Banking Committee went nuts.  The Reagan Administration was so angry a letter of apology was written to Democrats who asked for one.  Members of the Republican Conference, quaking with anger, demanded my scalp.
· Three people came to my defense:  My boss, Joe Gaylord.  A relatively junior Congressman from Georgia, Newt Gingrich.  And the Gentleman from Texas, Phil Gramm.

· And they were enough.

· So, these are the two people who made announcements yesterday:
· Janet Reno, who protected the Clinton-Gore Administration for four years from any real investigation into the selling of the American Presidency to the highest bidder – the highest bidder?  ANY bidder.

· Phil Gramm who, throughout his 25-year career in Congress has always, always done the right thing.
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