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· Former Senator Fred Thompson introduced President George W. Bush last night by describing the ceremonial first pitch that the President threw at Yankee Stadium at the opening game of the 2001 World Series.
· It was shortly after 9-11.  The country was still reeling.  America was confused and disoriented.

· The President walked out to the pitcher’s mound and threw a strike.

· All acceptance speeches are punctuated with cheering, with sign-waving, with chanting, and – on television – with planned close-ups of delegates, alternates, and guests who will punctuate pre-released words of the nominee.
· Four years ago, George W. Bush gave his acceptance speech in Philadelphia, building a double-digit lead over Vice President Al Gore.  Later that night a national reporter asked me if I thought there was any way for Gore to get back into the race.

· I said that, although I would like to believe otherwise, Gore hadn’t yet had his turn at bat.

· Sure enough, in Los Angeles, Al Gore gave a great speech which breathed life into his campaign and closed the gap between him and Governor Bush to just about zero – a gap which maintained all the way into mid-December in Florida.
· In Boston, last month, Senator John Kerry used his biographical speech to return the nation’s attention to Vietnam as part of his effort to introduce himself to the nation.
· It was not a bad speech.  Not bad at all.  But, unlike Vice President Gore’s speech four years earlier,  it didn’t move the dial.

· In the final day of the Republican National Convention, Democrats – and their allies in the popular press – were apoplectic about the speech Wednesday night by Georgia Senator Zell Miller.

· I made the point, during my appearance on Fox Thursday morning, that the Democrats had as their cross-over speaker Ron Reagan – a failed dancer and now nothing more set decoration on a late-night cable chat show.
· The Republicans had a man who is the former Governor of and the current Senator from a major southern state – Georgia.
· When Vermont Senator James Jeffords decided to leave the Republican party to support Tom Daschle for Majority leader thus changing control of the U.S. Senate, he was hailed as a principled man.  A modern political hero.

· When Senator Zell Miller (who, by the way had been the keynote speaker at the Democratic National Convention which nominated Governor Bill Clinton) described in detail – in excruciating detail for Democrats – why he was supporting George W. Bush for a second term, the words “principled” and “hero” were not exactly flying out of reporters’ word processors here in New York City.

· The President spoke in measured tones.  He spoke with passion.  He spoke with clarity.  He spoke with determination.  He spoke with conviction.
· Last night, President George W. Bush  pitched another strike.

· On the <a href = "http://www.mullings.com/dr_09-03-04.htm"><b>Secret Decoder Ring Page</b></a> today:  One Mullfoto.  One Catchy Caption of the Day.  Worth, I think, your time.
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