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· National polls measuring support during the primary season are suspect because we don’t have national primaries.  We have state-by-state primaries and caucuses.
· A national poll measuring support five months ahead of the first caucus is beyond suspect.  It is meaningless.
· Having started out with that warning let me make another assertion:  No matter how suspect, meaningless, pointless, or futile a poll might be it is still better to be in first place than it is to be way back in the pack.

· That’s why the poll released yesterday afternoon by CNN showing Gov. Rick Perry leading all comers with 27 percent of the respondents, opening a 13 percentage point lead over Gov. Mitt Romney (14%) and 18 points over Rep. Michelle Bachmann (9%) is excellent news for Perry.

· That was the “ballot test” that included Sarah Palin (who got 10%) and former NY Mayor Rudy Giuliani (tied with Bachmann at 9 percent)

· In the head-to-head question which excluded Palin and Giuliani,  their votes were redistributed among the top three pretty evenly: 
Perry 32

Romney 18

Bachmann 12

· Before you send me an angry-gram; Ron Paul was at six percent in both measures – about tied with Newt Gingrich.
· The subgroups in a poll are called “cross-tabs.”
· For instance,  when Palin and Giuliani are included, Perry leads among men, women, and in all age groups.  He leads among all income groups and has a higher level of support among those who have attended college (31%) than those who have no college experience (22%).
· In the CNN survey, Perry led among independents (26%), moderates (18%) and conservatives (34%).

· Wait!  There’s more!
· Perry also led among Southern respondents (31%) and among suburbanites (32%) which were the only two geographic cross-tabs listed.

· Finally, Perry led all his competitors among those who called themselves Tea Party supporters (37%) and among those who said they were Tea Party neutral (18%).  The CNN sample apparently didn’t include enough people who self-identified as “Tea Party oppose” to register in the poll.

· Without Palin and Giuliani the percentages are slightly different, but the overall result is the same:  There is no subgroup in this poll with which Rick Perry does not lead.

· So, what does this mean for the rest of the GOP field?  It may mean that Mitt Romney is going to have to begin actively running against his Republican opponents, especially Perry.  Romney was able to go through the main part of the summer without having to engage – a strategy with which I agreed.  

· None of the other candidates were laying a glove on him, either on the campaign trail or in the two debates, and there was no reason for Romney to get away from his plan to be considered the de facto nominee and run against President Obama.
· The Obama campaign managers returned the favor by making it clear they believed they would be running against Romney. 

· With Perry’s entry into the race just over two weeks ago, Romney is no longer the front-runner,  Michelle Bachmann has virtually disappeared from the news, and Tim Pawlenty has withdrawn.

· None of this tells us what, if anything, will happen if Palin and/or Giuliani and/or former NY Governor George Pataki and/or others get into the race.  
· Nor does it tell us who will be standing on the stage in Tampa, Florida accepting the nomination of the Republican Party, exactly one year from now.
New Topic
· The national Mediacracy is gazing into its collective naval trying to decide at what point the coverage of Hurricane Irene went over the top.  

· On the one hand there was very little serious property damage – as a function of the dire warnings.  While three dozen people lost their lives, which are tragedies, it is possible to make the case that accidental deaths were actually down over the weekend because of the fairly significant decline in people driving, and thus, people driving into one another. 

· Here in Old Town Alexandria Virginia there was almost no damage.  There were more satellite trucks looking for fallen trees than there were trees down.  
· However, had the storm tracked just 15 miles to the west over its long path (starting with that pesky butterfly on the Western Africa coast) the DC metro area would have gotten 13 inches of rain, instead of the 3.5 inches we did get.
· “Plan for the worst” was a good idea.  If you don’t need all that tuna fish, cereal, bottled water and soup – donate it to a local church group.  They’ll find someone who does.

· On the <a href = "http://www.mullings.com/dr_08-30-11.htm"><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:   A link to the data from the CNN poll (a PDF file), definitions of both <i>de facto</i> (which is a real word) and “Mediacracy,” (which I made up), and the list of the names of hurricanes for the rest of 2011.
Also, a Mullfoto of the damage in Old Town Alexandria, VA and a Catchy Caption of the Day.

-- END --

Copyright © 2011 Barrington Worldwide, LLC


