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Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· While the world prepares to mark the first anniversary of the death of Princess Diana with TV specials, magazine covers, pageants, street fairs, jousts, and a new line of trinkets from the Diana Gift Gallery;  Rabbi Marc Gellman and Msgr. Tom Hartman point out, with just sadness, that the first anniversary of the death of Mother Theresa has passed largely unnoticed.  No specials.  No covers.  Not fair.*  And we wonder why our country is confused about our feelings toward Bill Clinton.

· Speaking of not fair, when Janet Reno appoints an independent counsel, Al Gore is going to have the same legal problems as Clinton but none of the fun.  All he did in HIS office was make a few dozen illegal phone calls.  Interesting, isn't it, what is illegal and what is merely disgusting?

· Two more signs that the future of Bill Clinton as President may not stretch too far into the distance: (1) Reporters are beginning to ask who the Democrats will choose as Al Gore's Vice President if Clinton resigns; (2) The AP, without comment, reprinted the resignation letter of Richard Nixon to Secretary of State Henry Kissinger.   By the way, it read: "Dear Mr. Secretary: I hereby resign the Office of President of the United States. Sincerely, Richard Nixon."  Al Haig immediately claimed he was in charge.

· Here's the box they're in:  Yesterday the Dow went down 350 points and there was a rumor that Boris Yeltsin had resigned but Clinton could do nothing to soothe either the markets or the public.  First, a full third of Americans would have accused him of orchestrating either or both events; and second, he couldn't risk going into The Briefing Center on The Vineyard for fear of being asked The Questions.  

· In the middle of all that, FBI Director Louis Freeh, Attorney General Janet Reno, and Secretary of State Madeline Albright held a press conference in Washington to announce the capture and arraignment of the first person accused of the embassy bombing in Kenya.  Under normal circumstances either the President or the Vice President would have led that press conference.  

· The President couldn't.  He was giving his second awful speech in 10 days (by the way what was the deal with that shirt collar?) and couldn't appear at a press conference at the Justice Department for the same reasons he couldn't be near The Reporters on The Vineyard.  The Questions. 

· What about Vice President Gore?  He's being investigated by the Attorney General and the FBI Director has already written a memo saying he thinks Gore's a crook, so the VP couldn't appear on the same stage with them without running the real risk of having to leave in handcuffs.

· Two major opportunities to "look Presidential" and the Administration could make use of neither.

· Hillary Clinton is going to accompany Bill on his foreign travels to Russia and Ireland.  They've renamed the President's plane:  Dog House One.  Andrews Air Force Base to Moscow is about 13 hours, 30 minutes each way. Ok.  I changed my mind.  By the time he gets back from these two trips, Bill will have been punished enough.

· Notice that Al Gore is not returning to Washington until just before Clinton is leaving for Russia?  They may never be in the same time zone at the same time again.  

-- END --
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