Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· The attacks on terrorist bases in Afghanistan and Sudan led to the “Wag the Dog” discussions as the White House surely knew they would.  Feigning outrage is unbecoming and unhelpful.

· The President did not order these attacks to take the pressure off his domestic problems.  Period.  As many of you read yesterday in my memo to talk show hosts, consider how long it would have taken to leak if a White House official had even asked a Pentagon or State Department guy about the possibility of launching an attack.  It would have re-defined a “New York minute.” Didn’t happen.  Not in this town.  Not at this time. 

· This is not to say, however, that the President and this administration should get a free pass.  The question, “Why now?” should really be restated to, “Why not before?” 

· We have known about this Osama bin Laden for a long time but we have done little to stop him.  The man inherited about $300 million and has been in the terrorist business for years.

· In which banks does he keep his money?  How does he transfer it around?  From whom does he buy arms and supplies?  How does he book and pay for airline travel?  I have to show about nine forms of ID to get on a shuttle flight from DCA to LGA, how do these guys get around?

· How to they communicate with each other?  Don’t they have to use the same phone systems as every legitimate business person whether travelling in Omaha or Oman?  Why don’t we know who he is calling and what he is telling them?

· Why is the Clinton/Gore administration so resistant to discussing the issue of missile defense which Republicans have been raising with increasing volume over the past year?  I recognize that terrorists can use a car more easily than a missile, but it demonstrates there is a defense continuum within which we have weaknesses at almost every point.

· Allowing our defenses to wither is one of the few areas in which the Clinton/Gore administration and the Democrats in Congress are in harmony.  They have consistently worked to cut money – especially for research and development – out of the Defense Department budget, cut back on money for the intelligence services, and scoffed at the notion of needing a strategic missile defense. 

· That’s what Americans should be concerned about.  We have plenty of questions for President Clinton, Vice President Gore, and the Democrats in Congress.  None of them have anything to do with Monica.

· Let’s do a Mike Barnacle on  Ronald G. Shafer, writer of the Wall Street Journal’s “Washington Wire.”  He wrote, this morning:  Timely posting:  The current theme of the White House Web site’s “briefing room” is:  “Supporting America’s families in times of distress.”

· Here’s “Mullings” from Wednesday, August 19:   Bitter Ironies II:  The web page of the White House press office, “The White House Briefing Room,” has as its subtitle: “The White House at Work; Supporting America’s Families in Times of Distress.”

· I know it’s not “Brain Droppings,” but still.
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