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· Testimony Day, maybe.  The amazing change in strategy floated in Friday’s NY Times (and picked up in later editions by the Washington Post) occurred after Clinton lawyer David Kendall spent hours viewing the video tape of the President’s testimony in the Paula Jones case.

· Whatever Kendall saw led to a strategic tack worthy of an America’s Cup yacht.  My guess is he realized the President’s much-discussed wiggle room was less – much less – than he had been led to believe.  More like quivering room, perhaps.  The President apparently has no choice but to admit to the sexual relationship with Monica to the grand jury and risk the perjury rap in the Jones deposition.

· Getting equal time, the President’s people worked Bob Woodward for his piece in Sunday’s Washington Post into extending a long, long olive branch to Ken Starr, pleading for Starr to not kick the President when he is down, i.e. after he admits to having lied, if not having committed perjury.  

· Suddenly this is no longer, as The James put it, “War.”  This is the White House suing for peace.

· Hillary Rodham Clinton is providing much-needed guidance.  An excellent lawyer – possibly because she attended Yale Law School not the University of Arkansas – understands he has the skills to pull a political rabbit out of his hat, but cannot risk trying to pull a fast one on the American legal system.

· Nevertheless, look for more lamps in the First Family Residence to be bent in the shape of Bill’s head.

· Alison Mitchell’s NY Times piece on Sunday discusses in detail the problems the Democrats are facing as we move inexorably toward the November 3rd elections.  Even the brilliant Democratic pollster Mark Mellman who, like the Talmudic scholar he is, can tease good news out of any data is quoted as saying “politicians are nervous” while pointing out there is no discernable damage -- yet.

· Starting after Labor Day there will be long lines of Democrats waiting their turn to tell Minority Leader Dick Gephardt to get them out of Washington by the October 6 target adjournment date and not let the President try to rebuild HIS stature by putting THEM in jeopardy playing high-risk, shut-down politics.

· John Gibson, host of MSNBC’s 5-7 weekday prattle-a-thon, on which I was a willing participant this past Friday, is somewhat upset with me.  After instituting an Imus-like delay so callers couldn’t use naughty words on the air during the discussion of what constitutes a sexual relationship, John said we might all have to attend a course in human sexuality.  I suggested we might start with a course in Oral Interp.  I was not heard from on the program again.

· Bring out another chapter of Profiles in Courage.  Vice President Al “I’ve-Never-Even-Seen-A-Gap-Store” Gore is in Hawaii.  That’s physically as far away from his boss as he can get and still be in the United States.  About 5,000 miles.  Well, Guam is farther, but Gore would have to find a controlling legal authority to make it count.

· How bitterly ironic that, if the President testifies, it will be from the White House Map Room.  The room where President Franklin Roosevelt, one of America’s most respected Presidents, led his nation through one of its most honorable moments.
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