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· Every campaign behind in the polls falls into the same trap:  “Look at the size and enthusiasm of the crowds we’re getting.  There’s something wrong with the polls.”
· This isn’t spin.  At least, it isn’t just spin.  Just about everyone has been able to talk him or herself into this at least once in their career.

· Except, it is never true.  

· The polls might or might not be correct, but equating the crowds your candidate is drawing with what those polls are saying is fantasy.

· When I was traveling with the late Fred Thompson in the 2008 cycle, we drew great crowds in South Carolina.  At restaurants, in parking lots, wherever. 

· On the bus the elders (of whom I was the eldest) knowingly suggested that we were really making headway.  That the people of South Carolina appreciated a fellow southerner (Tennessee) who started many of his speeches by saying, 
“It’s nice to finally get to a part of the country where people understand that cooked green beans are not supposed to be crunchy.” [Pause for appreciative laughter] 

· On election night the truth won out.  We came in third behind Sen. John McCain and Gov. Mike Huckabee, getting under 16 percent of the votes and zero delegates.
· Crowds were great, though.

· On the other side, that year, Barack Obama came in first with over 55% of the votes followed by the woman then known as Hillary <i>Rodham</i> Clinton (26.5%) and John “Big Daddy” Edwards oozing in at third with 17.6%.

· One the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_08-11-16.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  
-- END --
Copyright © 2016 Barrington Worldwide, LLC

All Rights Reserved


