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Dear Mr. Mullings:
Before you start on today’s diatribe against Nancy Pelosi, we were wondering if you were going to be taking a vacation this year?
Yes.  In fact, I am leaving Friday for about 10 days.

Where?  Can we ask?

Certainly.  Kabul.

Kadoka?  Kadoka, South Dakota?
No. Kabul. Kabul, Afghanistan.  The Afghans are holding their second national election and I will be part of the official election observation mission.

It’s August.  The temperature is, what.  115 degrees?
What can I say?  Democracy doesn’t come cheap.

· Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny Hoyer have single-handedly returned us to, as the opening to the Lone Ranger used go, “to the days of yesteryear” by saying in an op-ed piece in USA Today that:

These disruptions are occurring because opponents are afraid not just of differing views — but of the facts themselves. Drowning out opposing views is simply un-American. Drowning out the facts is how we failed at this task for decades 
· Joe McCarthy would have been so proud of them.  McCarthy, you may remember from your H.S. History class was the Senator from Wisconsin who claimed there were Communists in every nook and cranny of the U.S. Government (which there might well have been) and kept a secret list of who they were.  

· He was so good at this, that the term “McCarthyism” is named after him – not after Edgar Bergen’s dummy, Charlie, as you might have thought.

· Back in the days following World War II when the Soviet Union was … 

SIDEBAR

Can you imagine what cable news would have been like if it had been in existence during the Red Scare era?  As amped up as we get about things like Barack Obama’s birth certificate, we would have had Lefties’ and Righties’ heads exploding right on-set during the Communists-Are-Coming era.
END SIDEBAR

· When the Soviet Union was threatening to bury the United States this was big stuff.  The U.S. House of Representatives even had a whole committee devoted to nothing but sniffing out McCarthy’s Commies.  It was called the House Un-American Activities Committee: HUAC.

· In 1947, this was the committee which held hearings into the influence of communists in Hollywood.  Called before the committee to testify about who else might be a Communist was the end of a career in acting, directing or writing because the studios simply refused to hire someone who was connected to the Red Scare.
· So, Nancy and Steny have resurrected those glory days of demonizing dissent by calling those who are attending town halls and announcing their opposition to the nationalization of our health care system (whether that’s what is in the bills or not) “un-American.”
· Let’s go to the rule book.  The Constitution of the United States.  Says here in the very first Amendment:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

· Note the construction of this Amendment.  Each of the freedoms is separated by the word “or:” Religion, speech, press … 

· Then look at the last clause:

… or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

· The petitioning the government for a redress of grievances is part of the right of the people to peaceably assemble.

· Ok, you say, but is shouting at a town hall “peaceably” assembling?   Who is going to make that call?  How loud is too loud?  When does too loud become no longer “peaceable” and thus un-American?

· Do union hires pounding on the bottoms of large plastic tubs for hours on end to protest a non-union construction job in downtown DC count as “peaceably” assembling?  Or are they un-American?

· And the “facts themselves?”  The facts themselves are Nancy Pelosi and Steny Hoyer sent their caucus home without a clue as to what they were supposed to be selling.
· So, what Pelosi and Hoyer really want is to have Americans accept anything the Federal government chooses to impose upon us with no dissent, no discussion, no pesky First Amendment.

· That, my friends, sound un-American.  Maybe we do need to bring back HUAC. 

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_08-11-09.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:  Links to the USA Today essay, Joe McCarthy, and HUAC.  Also a Mullfoto proving that my Cash-for-Clunker deal was worthwhile and a Catchy Caption of the Day.
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